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Introduction

The Consulate Report Directory is a continually expanding collection of actual expatriation
appointment experiences.

Almost everyone reports their consulate meeting to be somewhere ranging from a very positive to
neutral experience. You’ll note words such as “pleasant and professional,” “friendly” and
“helpful” cropping up quite a bit in these reports. Serious problems are pretty rare. The
Directory can help you avoid them.

When it comes to glitches, remember that these consulates have been hit with a tidal wave of
expatriations, and a lot of the glitches in earlier reports have been worked out as the consulates
adapt to the phenomenon. One particular, and important, development in this regard is that many
consulates have changed from 2 visits to 1 in order to cope with the volume. Consequently,
waiting time for an appointment decreased significantly in many locations since our first reports
were received in early 2012. But demand continued to increase and wait times have crept up and
even skyrocketed up. An example is Toronto, which had a pretty consistent wait time of a few
weeks from 2011 through late Spring 2014, which skyrocketed to a wait time of about 6 months
by August 2014. Currently, in Spring-Summer 2014, Toronto’s wait times are around 8 to 10
months.

You can expatriate at any US consulate regardless of where you live. We have learned this from
both consular and DOS HQ officials; and several Brockers have expatriated at a consulate outside
their consular district. However, we do hear of consulates that are not taking people from outside
their district/country. Perhaps you could fight this, but that might take even longer. So, basically,
you do have some mobility available if you need to go outside your district, but it's probably best
to be sure in advance, before making a long trip, that a particular consulate, if outside your
district, will see you.

You’ll see that there are some variations in procedure at different consulates. However, despite
these deviations, it should be conducted as an administrative procedure, not an adversarial one.
Harassment or obstruction should not occur and are, in fact, against DOS policy.

We hope these reports will help you prepare for your consulate visit in a practical sense and also
put your mind at ease as they’ll give you a view of just what transpires. In the unlikely event you
run into a problem, let us know, we have some experience in getting situations straightened out.

Please note that the directory contents are not legal advice and that every case is, to some extent,
unique.

Thank you to everyone who has shared their story! Keep them coming ... it’s a new experience
for everyone and the information is really helpful.

You can post your reports or questions on the Consulate Report Directory thread or by
e-mail to pacifica@isaacbrocksociety.ca

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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On-Line Resources about Relinquishment
and Renunciation of US Citizenship

For more information on procedure and what to expect at your consulate
meeting/s as well as background information:

8 USC 1481, Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)

» Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)
(Text of s. 349(a) is also on page 9 of this document)

Department of State Forms used for Relinquishment/Renunciation

= Links to forms are on page 6 of this document.

Department of State Procedure Manuals
7 FAM 1210: Introduction

7 FAM 1220: Developing a Loss-of-Nationality Case

7 FAM 1230: Administrative Review and Appeal of Loss-of-Nationality Findings
7 FAM 1240: Interagency Coordination and Reporting Requirements

7 FAM 1250: Naturalization and Oath of Allegiance to a Foreign State

7 FAM 1260: Renunciation of US Citizenship

7 FAM 1270: Military Service and Loss of Nationality

7 FAM 1280: Loss of Nationality and Taking up a Position in a Foreign Government

7 FAM 1290: Minors, Incompetents, Prisoners, Plea Bargains, Cults and Other Special
Circumstances

... continued

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120538.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120538.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120540.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120542.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/115645.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120544.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/113465.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/121610.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120546.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/109065.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-10428.html
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1200 Appendix A: Loss of Nationality and the Early Years of the Republic

1200 Appendix B: US Supreme Court Decisions on Loss of Nationality

1200 Appendix C: Taking Up Residence Abroad: Loss of Nationality, Dual Citizens
and Naturalized Citizens

1200 Appendix D: Fradulent Naturalization

1200 Appendix E: Loss of Nationality of Married Women under the Act of 1907 and
Successor Statutes

(There does not appear to be an “Appendix F,” at least not on the internet at this time.)

1200 Appendix G: Posthumous [oss of Nationality

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/105594.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/104346.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/104346.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/121064.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120532.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120532.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120533.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/120536.pdf
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General Information

= [Isaac Brock Society: Consulate Report Directory thread

* [Isaac Brock Society: Relinquishment and Renunciation Data thread

» [Isaac Brock Society: Relinquishment and Renunciation Discussion thread

= [Isaac Brock Society: Relinquishment of US citizenship by persons born dual or
who naturalised in a foreign country as a minor
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-

born-dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/

* Richardson/Kish submission to US Senate Finance Committee, April 2015 - in 7
sections
https://app.box.com/s/yn25x1gketbzrkqp2ghu5sbce7mgoynu
(1) Introduction
(2) Video Testimonials of Americans Abroad
(3) Comments from Americans Abroad [and others] affected by this
(4) Exit Tax
5) Revenue Raising Measures
(6) Mutual Fund Comparison: Canada vs. United States
(7) Complaint to United Nations Human Rights Commission

= Solving the Problems of US Citizenship: Synopsis of Information Session
Presentation by John Richardson
http://maplesandbox.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Synopisis-Ricardson-L.ondon-

Ontario.pdf

=  RenunciationGuide.com

= Phil Hodgen: “Exit Tax Book” A series of posts, the Exit Tax Book is comprised of
nine online “chapters.”

* Michael J. Miller: “Expats Fear the Malevolent Time Machine” Article on the IRS
consequences (or lack of) on relinquishing acts which occurred prior to the current
law coming into effect in 2004.

= John Richardson: “How the s. 877A “Exit Tax” may apply to your Canadian
assets.” An 18-part series covering the various aspects of the exit tax. While some
particulars are aimed at Canadians, it also contains information of use to persons
throughout the world.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2015/04/01/renouncing-us-citizenship-how-the-s-877a-exit-tax-may-apply-to-your-canadian-assets-9-parts/
http://www.robertsandholland.com/siteFiles/News/03-05-13_Expats%20Live%20in%20Fear_MJM.pdf
http://hodgen.com/httphodgen-comchapter-1-a-quf-the-exit-tax-%E2%80%8E/
http://renunciationguide.com/
http://maplesandbox.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Synopisis-Ricardson-London-Ontario.pdf
http://maplesandbox.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Synopisis-Ricardson-London-Ontario.pdf
https://app.box.com/s/yn25x1gketbzrkqp2ghu5sbce7mqoynu
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-born-dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-born-dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/01/13/ask-your-questions-about-renunciation-and-relinquishment-of-united-states-citizenship-discussion-thread/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/03/14/draft-pdf-compilation-of-relinquishment-and-renunciation-data-as-reported-on-isaac-brock
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/03/24/consulate-visit-report-directory
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Department of State Forms

These are the forms for renunciation

4079. Request for determination of loss of citizenship. Important for relinquishments, is
not strictly required for renunciations (according to the DOS procedure manual) but it a lot
of consulate ask for it. This has four pages of questions, requiring dates; it’s best to fill it
out in advance of your consulate meeting.

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/97025.pdf

4080. Oath of renunciation
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81606.pdf

4081. Statement of understanding of consequences
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81607.pdf

4083. Certificate of loss of nationality
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81609.pdf

Statement: NOT required. People generally do not write one.

If you have already relinquished your citizenship (eg. upon obtaining citizenship in another
country) and are now applying for a CLN:

4079. Request for determination of loss of citizenship. This has four pages of
questions, requiring dates; it’s best to fill it out in advance of your consulate meeting.
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/97025.pdf

4081. Statement of understanding of consequences
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81607.pdf

4083. Certificate of loss of nationality
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81609.pdf

Statement. NOT required. But can be useful to supplement your 4079 with a written
statement to show that your relinquishment was intentional and that your post-
relinquishment conduct has been consistent with having relinquished. Some people do,
some don't.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81609.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81607.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/97025.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81609.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81607.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81606.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/97025.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What acts are potentially relinquishing?

They are listed in USC 1841 Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1481

The text of USC 1849 Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a) is also on page 10 of this
Directory.

2. Is there a difference between renunciation and relinquishment?

Renunciation is one of 7 ways by which a person can relinquish US citizenship. It’s
number (5) is in the list at s. 349(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Renunciation and Relinquishment: What is the Differences? Is there a Difference?
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/09/13/renunciation-and-relinquishment-what-are-the-
differences-is-there-a-difference/

3. How do I book an appointment to renounce/apply for a CLN?

Check your local consulate website. Booking procedure varies amongst consulates. It
usually takes from a couple of weeks to a few months to get an appointment, depending on
the consulate.

4. What State Department Forms are used for expatriation?

These forms are listed, along with links to them, on page 8 of this Directory.

5. [Is a person born with dual citizenship exempt from paying exit tax?

If you meet the criteria set out in IRS 8854 Instructions, page 3 column 1
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i8854.pdf One of the conditions, however, is that you file
the 8854.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i8854.pdf
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/09/13/renunciation-and-relinquishment-what-are-the-differences-is-there-a-difference/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/09/13/renunciation-and-relinquishment-what-are-the-differences-is-there-a-difference/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1481
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6. I was born to an US citizen parent (or parents). Am I US citizen?

See: Department of State: Tables of Transmission Requirements Over Time for Citizenship
for Certain Individuals Born Abroad.
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unitedkingdom/164203/cons-acs/transmission_tables.pdf

7. (a) I was born dual. Somebody told me I could not perform any relinquishing
act, except renunciation or treason, because I was born dual.

(b) I naturalised in my country as a minor. Somebody told me I could not
perform any relinquishing act, except renunciation or treason, because I was born I
naturalised as a minor.

A person born dual, or who naturalised in their country as a minor, has the capacity to
perform the relinquishing acts in s. 349(a) (3) and s.(4).
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-born-

dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/

Reports by Persons who Relinquished US citizenship upon Taking Government Employment
(Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)(4)(A)
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Section-349.a.4.A-
reports.2015.04.pdf

8. I believe that I relinquished my US citizenship years ago. What if the consulate
official I meet with feels otherwise?

You can choose to renounce, which you can do then and there, or you can insist that your
CLN application file be sent to DC based on your relinquishing act even with a negative
recommendation.

Whether it’s a renunciation or a relinquishment, DoS requires that the consulate officer sends
his/her recommendation in your CLN application file. Renunciation is almost invariably cut-
and-dried and gets a positive rec. But some Brockers who relinquished have had negative
recommendations in their file. Based on their experiences, it appears that DC does carefully
read the file when there is a negative recommendation. So far, we’ve had 10 negative recs. 8
of these were pretty cut-and-dried, involving a disputed points of law between the persons and
the consulate officers— these 8 were all approved by Washington. The other 2 cases, where
the disputed points were more open to interpretation, however, were not approved. So, if you
believe you are entitled to a CLN based on the date of your relinquishing act, particularly
when it’s obvious to you that the consulate is mistaken in law, it can be well worth standing
your ground and requesting/insisting that your file be forwarded to Washington.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Section-349.a.4.A-reports.2015.04.pdf
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Section-349.a.4.A-reports.2015.04.pdf
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-born-dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2014/03/20/relinquishment-of-us-citizenship-by-persons-born-dual-or-who-naturalised-in-a-foreign-country-as-a-minor/
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9. I performed a relinquishing act many years ago. Are the IRS implications
different?

That’s discussed at these links:

Pre-1995 Relinquishers and the IRS: Three Recent Legal Opinions (may also be relevant if
you performed your relinquishment act between 1995 and 2004)

Michael Miller Paper on the Exit Tax: Applies Prospectively

If Your Expatriation Date is Before 2004

Did You Relinquish Before 6, 1995? (may also be relevant if you performed your
relinquishing act between 1995 and 2004)

10. If I am no longer a US citizen, do I lose my US Social Security?
Eligibility for social security payments is not dependent on citizenship status.

For details on this, see:

. the Social Security Administration pamphlet for non-resident aliens http://www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10137.pdf
. an article on the American Citizens Abroad website, “Social Security Payments After

Renunciation of US Citizenship.” http://americansabroad.org/issues/social-security/social-
security-payments-after-renunciation-of-us-citizenship/

. There is also discussion about social security after expatriation on Isaac Brock re-
cently, starting with this post http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/relinquishment/comment-page-
20/#comment-682627 on November 19", 2013 and running onto the next page on Novem-
ber 22", 2013.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/relinquishment/comment-page-20/#comment-682627
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/relinquishment/comment-page-20/#comment-682627
http://americansabroad.org/issues/social-security/social-security-payments-after-renunciation-of-us-citizenship/
http://americansabroad.org/issues/social-security/social-security-payments-after-renunciation-of-us-citizenship/
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10137.pdf
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10137.pdf
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2011/12/16/did-you-relinquish-before-february-6-1995-then-you-did-not-have-to-inform-the-state-department/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2012/06/19/if-your-expatriation-date-is-before-2004-the-rules-are-different/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2013/03/05/michael-miller-paper-on-the-exit-tax-applies-propsectively/
http://isaacbrocksociety.ca/2013/02/16/pre-1995-relinquishers-and-the-irs-three-recent-legal-opinions/
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The Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)

There are seven ways by which one can relinquish one’s US citizenship, as set out in
the Immigration and Nationalities Act, s. 349(a). [8 USC 1481].

Renunciation (349(a)(5)) is the only act of relinquishment which takes place at a US
consulate, and the citizenship loss occurs by taking the renunciation oath at the
consulate.

In the case of other acts of relinquishment, eg naturalisation in another country with
intent to relinquish (349(a) (1)), the citizenship loss occurs at the time of the act, but
to receive proof of it for practical purposes, you must notify the US government of it
by attending at a US consulate, where you sign the prescribed forms (information
about and links to form, see page 3).

Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)

“A person who is a national of the United States whether by birth or naturalization,
shall lose his nationality by voluntarily performing any of the following acts with
the intention of relinquishing United States nationality-

(1) obtaining naturalization in a foreign state upon his own application or upon an ap-
plication filed by a duly authorized agent, after having attained the age of eighteen years;
or

(2) taking an oath or making an affirmation or other formal declaration of allegi-
ance to a foreign state or a political subdivision thereof, after having attained the age of
eighteen years; or

(3) entering, or serving in, the armed forces of a foreign state if
(A) such armed forces are engaged in hostilities against the United States, or
(B) such persons serve as a commissioned or non-commissioned officer; or

(4) (A) accepting, serving in, or performing the duties of any office, post, or em-
ployment under the government of a foreign state or a political subdivision thereof,
after attaining the age of eighteen years if he has or acquires the nationality of such for-
eign state; or

(B) accepting, serving in, or performing the duties of any office, post, or employ-
ment under the government of a foreign state or a political subdivision thereof, after
attaining the age of eighteen years for which office, post, or employment an oath, affirm-
ation, or declaration of allegiance is required; or

... continued next page

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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... continued
Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)

(5) making a formal renunciation of nationality before a diplomatic or consular officer
of the United States in a foreign state, in such form as may be prescribed by the Secret-
ary of State; or

(6) making in the United States a formal written renunciation of nationality in such form
as may be prescribed by, and before such officer as may be designated by, the Attorney
General, whenever the United States shall be in a state of war and the Attorney General
shall approve such renunciation as not contrary to the interests of national defense; or

(7) committing any act of treason against, or attempting by force to overthrow, or bearing
arms against, the United States, violating or conspiring to violate any of the provisions of
section 2383 of title 18, United States Code, or willfully performing any act in violation
of section 2385 of title 18, United States Code, or violating section 2384 of said title by
engaging in a conspiracy to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the Government
of the United States, or to levy war against them, if and when he is convicted thereof by a
court martial or by a court of competent jurisdiction.”

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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Renunciation and Relinquishment:
What is the Difference? Is there a Difference?

We often use separate terms for “renunciation” and “relinquishment” since there are
some notable differences between renunciation and the other methods of terminating
one’s US citizenship. However, renunciation is actually one of the 7 methods of

relinquishment, as set out in Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a). This post

explains some of the similarities and differences.

RENUNCIATION — Immigration and Nationality Act, s. 349(a)(5)

Renunciation is only form of relinquishment where the relinquishing act itself takes place
at a US consulate. It is performed by taking the oath of renunciation (form 4080).

Form 4081 (Statement of understanding of consequences) is also required.

Form 4079 (Request for determination of loss of citizenship) is not strictly required, but
the DOS procedure manual does state that “it may prove useful” regarding intent and it
seems that most consulates do require it.

Depending on the consulate, renunciation may take one or two visits. Some require two
visits, but there appears to be a trend to switch to one visit. Brock has been informed by
the Consul General for Canada in November 2012 that all consulates in Canada have now
been instructed to conduct renunciations in 1 visit.

Formerly free of charge, in July 2010 a $450 fee for renunciation was instituted. Since
September 2014, the fee is $2350. This fee is payable at the visit where you sign your
papers.

In the case of renunciation, the loss of citizenship is effective, for all purposes, as of the
date you sign the forms at the consulate.

RELINQUISHMENT BY OTHER MEANS — Immigration and Nationality Act,
s. 349(a)(1(2)B)4)(6)(7)

See next page.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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http://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-10428.html
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http://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-10428.html
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.. continued

RELINQUISHMENT BY OTHER MEANS — Immigration and Nationality Act,
s. 349()(M(2)(3)(4)(6)(T)

Of the remaining 6 methods of relinquishment, the most common means is by
naturalisation in a foreign country s. 349(a)(1) with the intent of relinquishing one’s
US citizenship.

[This is of particular interest in Canada because whilst over 100,000 US-born Canadian
citizens believe themselves to be “Canadian Citizen Only,” according to the 2006 census,
it’s believed that almost none have a Certificate of Loss of Nationality because we were
told we terminated our US citizenship automatically upon taking Canadian citizenship,
particularly prior to ca.1990 when the administrative presumption changed, and almost
no one seems to have even heard of a CLN before 2011.]

In the case of relinquishment not done by renunciation (eg. naturalisation), although the
loss of citizenship occurs at the moment the relinquishing act is performed, the
relinquishment is not effective in the eyes of the US government until the US government
is notified by signing forms at a US consulate.

Required forms are 4079 (Request for determination of loss of citizenship)

and 4081 (Statement of understanding of consequences). Althought not necessary, it’s also a
good idea to supplement your 4079 with a statement illustrating your intent, how your post-
relinquishment conduct has been consistent with lack of US citizenship.

When you attend at the consulate regarding this type of relinquishment, you’re essentially
notifying them that you already have relinquished. Consequently, this requires only one
consulate visit.

here-ts-no-fe Rgte er-thesesub es. UPDATE:
Since November 2015 there iIsa $23 50 fee for not only renunc1at10n based CLNs but for
all relinquishment-based CLNs as well. This fee is payable at the visit when you sign
your papers.

Once this is done, the US government will consider the loss of citizenship effective as of
the date of the actual relinquishment (this date will appear on your CLN) -- except IRS
will consider the loss to have occurred on the date you signed the forms at the consulate.

This IRS policy became effective on 5 June 2004, so it may not apply to you if your
relinquishing act was performed prior to that date, in which case you had ceased to be a
citizen before the law came into effect. Please see If your expatriation date is before 5
June 2004 regarding this.

--- Pacifica

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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Consulate Report for
Australia, Melbourne

My relinquishment experience, (while trying to help my daughter with compound in-
terest):

Place: Melbourne, Australia
Relinquishment September 2013
Consulate meeting October 2013
CLN received March 2014

I contacted the consulate by email the day after taking my pledge of Australian citizen-
ship, notifying them of my relinquishment of US citizenship and asking them what I
needed to do. After about a week I received an email from them saying they would
shortly send me more information. (They didn’t.)

After a few weeks I called and reminded them I was waiting for the information — a few
days later they sent a few questions which I answered. Shortly after that I received anoth-
er email with more questions (nothing too difficult, things like last US address, passport
number etc.) and a DS-4079 attached, which I was supposed to fill out, not sign, and scan
and email back. So I did.

No answer, again, so... I called again after a few weeks (we were now mid October) and
tried to get an appointment as soon as possible — they were very nice about it and man-
aged to squeeze me in the next week. I’m pretty sure this was a case of the squeaky wheel
getting the grease, and that otherwise it would have taken months; relinquishments are
rather low on their list of priorities. I just didn’t want it to drag into 2014 and put me over
the line for another year’s filing obligation.

My appointment was on a weekday afternoon during regular hours — there were people
there dealing with other business as well and there was quite a bit of activity. After a bit
of a wait [ was called to one of the windows where a clerk checked out my documents
and I turned in my passport. Another short wait and I was called again to have a short
chat with the (vice?) consul, who was very professional, and not aggressive or hostile at
all. She verified that I knew what I was doing and that I understood that I would not be
relieved of prior tax obligations. She also asked why I was relinquishing — I know I was
not obligated to answer but simply told her that I left the US nearly 40 years ago and am
not planning on returning, and US citizen status was an impediment to getting a job in my
field as I cannot reasonably have signing authority on company accounts. This seemed to
be acceptable and wasn’t pursued further.

As it was not a renunciation I didn’t have to take an oath, but did have to “affirm” that
my information was true and sign the original DS-4079 (which I had brought with me) in

front of her . I didn’t get any sort of receipt as there was no fee involved. They gave me a

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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time frame of six weeks to two months to receive my CLN, which unsurprisingly came
and went with no news. I contacted them again and they extended the time frame — until
one fine day in March 2014 they emailed to say my CLN was ready, and would I like to
come pick it up or should they send it in the post? I said “post, please”, and in less than
24 hours an express envelope containing my CLN was in my mailbox, together with a let-
ter cautioning me to keep it safe as I may need it should I travel to the US in future. My
cancelled passport was included as well.

Total time 6 months, and I have nothing negative to say about the US consulate in Mel-
bourne. They were polite, helpful and friendly throughout, and went out of their way to
get me an earlier appointment, though they seem to be quite busy with other matters. If
only all dealings with the US government were so positive!

I am very grateful to all the help and support I’ve gotten here, especially as most Brock-
ers are understandably more concerned with the Canadian situation, and I’m a bit “off-
shore” as far as that goes.

Ozteddies especially helped me with the ins and outs of the Australian experience and we
emailed quite a bit, and even met in the city. He was the first to congratulate me on my
relinquishment — sadly he passed away shortly thereafter.

May all who choose to renounce or relinquish have as smooth a time as I did.

--- Shunrata, 2014.03 Consulate meeting 2013.10 CLN received 2014.03

Web sites like this one and the Renunciation Guide provided invaluable help to us this year
in making our decision to renounce and coping with the process of doing so. In return |
should share information about this experience which might perhaps prove of help to oth-
ers.

The Essentials:

Consulate — Melbourne, Australia

First Contact — start of July 2012

First Appointment — 3rd week of August 2012
Second Appointment — 3rd week of September 2012
CLNs Arrived — last week of November 2012

Our Story:

Quite a few years ago we emigrated from the US to Australia. We're a same-sex couple (of
the bear flavour). We’ve been Australian citizens for many years. For each of the many
years that we've lived in this country, we had carefully (if grudgingly) filed our US tax re-
turns as required. Increasingly intrusive requirements became an absolute put-off. With
alarm we watched the US dollar drop from two Australian dollars in value to less than one.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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Finally this year we decided to take action; finding accurate and first-hand information
proved the difficulty. We haven’t any ties at all with the US, haven’t set foot there even as
visitors in over a dozen years now. If rellies fancy seeing us they can hop across the pond
on their own dollar; we're not going back there, ever. Not that we could really afford such
travel anyway, though if we could we’d be visiting mates in the UK and Europe instead.
Thank you Brockers for all the wonderful and helpful information you had provided, much
appreciated by us here Down Under!

After thoroughly studying the Renunciation Guide we decided to take the plunge. It started
with an email to the American Citizen Services division at our consulate. They responded
with an email giving us some information and asking us to respond to eight questions about
ourselves; we would be contacted shortly according to the note. Well we did, and they
didn’t. It took a number of follow-up emails and patient phone calls before | succeeded at
getting our first appointment booked. It was frustrating that we had to wait until late the fol-
lowing month for our appointment to come up. Yet we'\re very fortunate to have a consu-
late conveniently present in our city, just an hour’s journey by tram from our home.

The US consulate here is hidden in a nondescript office tower on St Kilda Road, a lovely
broad boulevard south of the CBD. Our appointment was on a Friday, a day on which the
consulate is closed to the general public. We arrived there to find a huge empty lobby with
nobody whatsoever in sight, no receptionist, nothing. Rather confusing. At the farthest end
we found an unmarked wooden door with a small window in it, near some lifts. After waitin

g there a minute someone opened it and admitted us to the security centre. Security was
utterly over the top, it made us chuckle a bit since Melbourne is as friendly and civilised a
city as anyone could ever ask for, yet here we were facing the sort of procedures one might
expect to find in locales such as Kabul or Baghdad. Go figure. Meanwhile the staffers
there were local Aussies, warm and friendly, who quickly melted any unease we might oth-
erwise have felt. We were the first appointment there that Friday morning. After twenty
minutes or so with security we were accompanied up a lift into the consular offices them-
selves.

There we were directed to a waiting area in the American Citizen Services section. A large
empty windowless room with many chairs; a bit odd being there ourselves alone. We were
quite thirsty and needed a loo. Unfortunately there were no toilets, no vending machines,
no water not even a bubbler. No magazines or such to read. We felt a tad nervous. Sitting
there waiting for a long time was as boring as watching a really bad cricket game. Finally a
voice directed us to attend at a counter where we interacted through thick glass windows.
When we’d rung them we were told we could have our appointment at the same time to-
gether but would have to be interviewed separately. Instead we were interviewed together
as it turned out. The meeting was fairly brief and professional. We were asked whether we
understood the consequences of what we were doing and whether this action was being
performed voluntarily. Along with the other documents proving US and Oz citizenship, we
had brought along our own copies of the forms that would be required, though hadn’t been
asked to do so. The consulate would not accept these. Instead we were given identical
versions they had printed off themselves, asked to complete those and post them back,
after which we’d be contacted about our second, final appointments. | asked whether we
could fill these out there at the consulate then simply hand them in, but the reply was no.
There was one additional form they gave us which was quite unexpected. This was form
SS-5-FS, the Social Security Administration Application for a Social Security Card form.
We were told it was mandatory to complete this as well, and the second appointments

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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would not be booked unless this was received. | didn’t quite like this as it gave them our
social security numbers. But we said nothing; why complain since we had nothing whatso-
ever to hide anyway. What | most disliked was that we were given no proof whatsoever
that we had attended this appointment that day. At least we had been treated in a civil and
courteous fashion throughout.

That afternoon we filled out our paperwork straightaway. | posted it back to the consulate
later that arvo in guaranteed Overnight Express Delivery mailers | picked up at the post of-
fice. A few days later we were contacted again with a booking for our second appoint-
ments, to be held just four weeks after our first appointment had been attended.

The second appointment seemed less an adventure than the first one was, being as we
knew largely what to expect. From what we’ve experienced, Americans seem quite few
and thinly spread in our country; those who aren’t of the tourist persuasion fit in rather invis-
ibly as well. Nothing ever appears in our press about FBARs or FATCA, and it’s possible
that many Americans here have no idea they are even required to file taxes. We’re only in-
formed of such things ourselves due to a lot of experience researching things on the Inter-
net, being IT professionals. Our second meeting was again civil and professional. We
were processed by the Vice Consul herself. It'd been some while since last we’'d en-
countered another American here. She was polite and somewhat friendly, though her ac-
cent was just a tad grating (our city is pronounced “Mel-bin”, not “Mel-borrrrrrne” for good-
ness sake!). We were directed to a cashier to pay our fees. We’d been told these fees had
to be paid in Australian dollars cash only, and on a one-to-one exchange rate with the US
dollar despite the fact our Aussie dollar is worth a good few cents more. After that we were
to hand over both the consulate and the customer copies of the receipts we’d been given,
before we underwent the final stage of the processing. We signed just two copies of all our
paperwork after carefully checking it. I'm glad | was observant that morning since they had
mis-typed my birth date and had to print off new copies of one of the pages due to that cor-
rection. My partner and | raised our right arms and swore the oath of renunciation in unison
before the Vice Consul then. Again to our dismay we were not given one shred of evidence
we had been to the consulate and performed any of these actions. Our paperwork, we
were told, would only be sent to us once the case was approved and the CLNs got posted.
We had to provide them pre-paid self-addressed registered mailers for this too, at our own
expense; a bit stingy that, given what we’d shelled out in fees. At the last second | asked
for our customer copies of the receipts for the fees we’d paid, insisting it was only fair to be
given a receipt after handing over a sum of money. With some seeming hesitation, our re-
quest was granted; at least these receipts had printed on them our names and the date and
the fact these were for payment of citizen renunciation fees, the only proof we got in hand
of having done this. Later on when | read on this site that our Canadian counterparts were
also being treated in such a fashion, it was a small bit of solace; I'd initially hoped to leave
there bearing copies of the papers we had signed that day. We were told that our CLN pa-
pers should arrive in around one month.

On leaving the consulate building we felt elated to have completed this bothersome pro-
cess. We caught a tram back into the city centre and to celebrate treated ourselves to a
bonzer brekkie at an outdoor cafe on De Graves Street, one of Melbourne’s famous lane-
ways. From here onward all should be right. Our humble net worth is only the merest frac-
tion of the threshold for the dreadful exit tax, while our tax filings for the past several dec-
ades were undoubtedly in order. Now came the wait for State Department approval and
the arrival of the precious CLN papers to follow.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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It was certainly longer than one month that we waited. Cup Day came and went, but still
nothing had arrived. On this web site | read about the agonising long wait some of our Ca-
nadian counterparts were undergoing, thus reckoned we’d just have to remain patient about
it. Finally nine full weeks after our final consulate appointment, our postie showed up with
the registered mailers we had provided. Jolly good cause for celebration, that. As well as
the CLNs the mailers also contained copies of all the paperwork we’d signed, copies of the
documents we’d submitted, and oddly they’d punched four holes in our mouldy old US
passports (which had expired aeons ago and never been renewed since) as well as stamp-
ing “cancelled” in those despite the fact they obviously weren’t valid any longer to begin
with.

Made for a brilliant prelude to our holiday season. We’ve been true blue Aussies for a large
chunk of our lives, haven’t felt American in any way nor felt any ties to that far-away coun-
try. Which made this decision a relatively simple one. At the time we emigrated we had ac-
tually seriously considered Canada instead. That’s a country we utterly adored on our
many visits there. Yet we were very nervous about its proximity to the US and wanted a
clean break with our former homeland. Also we had many more friends in Australia than in
Canada, being at a point in our lives when we’d been traveling extensively around the
world. | wish all of you Canadian-Americans who are undergoing the process that we’ve
just undergone, the very best of luck with your situation and hope you’ll achieve the out-
come you desire. Cheers and thank you again for the wonderful information that's been
shared on this web site.

--- OzTeddies, 2012.12 Meetings 2012.08 & .09 CLN received 2012.11
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Consulate Report for

Australia, Perth

Thanks to all you generous Brockers for your information and insights. I just recently
started reading your posts and thought I would share my experience obtaining my
CLN earlier this year in Australia. I was able to get an appointment at my nearest
consulate within a week and was told I would need to go back for a 2nd appointment
to actually renounce, in order to give me time to reflect on my decision before
proceeding. My second appointment was 2 weeks later. I needed to take in my
current passport, birth certificate, and proof of my Australian citizenship. I no longer
had my most recent (but expired) passport and it didn’t present a problem. I was told
my signed oath and documents would be scanned and sent to the CLN processing
office in Washington D.C. along with their report on my case. I understood the
decision to accept or reject my renouncement was made by the consular staff. They
told me there are very few staff working in the CLN processing office in Washington
so the length of time to receive mine would depend on their workload at any given
time. I couldn’t fault the consular staff who were extremely courteous and
professional at all times. They were very efficient and quick in submitting my docs to
Washington and I was pleasantly surprised to find my CLN in the mail less than one
month later. Hooray!

--- Rose, 2013.03 Meetings 2012.03, 2012.04 (two weeks apart) CLN received 2012.04
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Consulate Report for
Belgium, Brussels

(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad)
First appointment: I was the only person in the entire consulate and that the consular officer was
extremely friendly and only asked me shortly “why do you want to renounce”, to which I
responded with a one sentence answer relating to dual loyalty issues and that was the end of it.
The entire meeting took maybe 10 minutes. They said that they try to schedule renunciation
appointments when there is nobody else around due to it being a private issue. Very respectful I
thought.

At the consulate, they gave me the 3 forms (4079, 4080, 4083) at the first appointment and asked
me to send back the oath (4080) and the CLN (4083) before my second one and to bring along
the questionnaire (4079). Every consulate seems to operate differently, with the main rule now
being that all want you to pay the $450 upfront at the meeting and not afterwards like before.

Second appointment: As with my first appointment there was nobody else in the waiting room
and it was very private. The staff were very friendly and professional. I had to read aloud a
page of information to make sure that I understood that renouncing did not allow me to transmit
citizenship to children, get me out of military or tax obligations and that I would be an “alien” in
the future (only in the US.. just say foreigner already!). I also had to place my right hand on the
oath of renunciation whilst facing the US flag and orally recite the oath. I think that this would
have been a bit awkward if the waiting room had been full of people (or anyone really), because
the flag was in the centre of the room.

After the appointment I was given a receipt with my name on it for the $450 (paid in Euro), which
clearly states that it was for renunciation of US citizenship. They didn’t really know how long that
the CLN should take to arrive, but said that there was a backlog earlier in the year which has since
been cleared somehow by some sort of new procedure that they are doing. I didn’t ask for any
copies of anything, since I definitely got the impression that they would be giving these out later on
only. To be honest, the receipt is perfectly adequate for me at the moment and I didn’t push the
point since I am not being rendered without a passport in the meantime. They of course took the
US passport during the appointment and said that they would give it back with the CLN, which I
will pick up in person. They also made a copy of my EU passport.

I just wish that I didn’t have to wait so long to be able to file the 8854, 1040 and FBARs for this
year. Anyway, I’'m not really celebrating yet or anything since I don’t feel like everything is done
until I have the CLN in hand! I do, however, owe a huge thanks to everyone at the IBS and to
those of you who were also on the old Expat Forum for all of the guidance and experiences that
you have shared — It was much easier to figure everything out with a strong community
supporting me and everyone else going through this! Thanks everyone.

- Don Pomodoro, 2012.06 CLN received 2012.08
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Consulate Report for

Canada, Calgary

(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad)

Current wait time news from Calgary:

I don’t know about Vancouver wait time, but I checked with the US Consulate in Calgary
this morning.

A reply from American Citizen Services LES Supervisor said that wait time at the
Calgary US Consulate for appointments for renunciations / relinquishments is into
November of this year. Included in the message was *I cannot answer for any other
post’s workload*.

--- Calgary 411, 2016.01

skokeosk skosk skok

And the waiting begins..... | made an appointment via the internet with the US Consulate
in Calgary for “notarial services” on September 11/15 I received confirmation of my ap-
pointment on September 15, with the cautionary note that this appointment was not to be
used for relinquishment/renunciation purposes. I responded to that email immediately and
asked for the first available appointment for relinquishment purposes. I received an email
requesting that I complete and email the appropriate form and checklist back to them and
that I would then receive an appointment date. I completed that task on September 16 via
fax. I received an email on September 18, offering me an appointment for relinquishment
purposes on September 28. When I emailed to make the initial request for an appointment
re: relinquishment I did stress the fact that 1) the closest US Consulate is a 9 hour drive
from my home; 2) I am retired and my husband is on medical disability and 3) that it was
my understanding that there would soon be a charge for relinquishment and that would
cause considerable financial hardship for our family. I thanked them in advance for mak-
ing any efforts to get me an appointment before the charge came into effect. I don’t know
if that had any effect, or if I was just very lucky and got a last minute cancellation spot.

When I attended the appointment, I was not asked ANY questions about “why” or “why
now”. I did point out to them that I just wanted to formalize my relinquishment which I
felt I had already done in 1974 when I became a Canadian citizen. They had me sign a
declaration that I understood the seriousness of what I was doing and a couple other form
letters, and sent me out the door, telling me that there would be a 7 — 10 month wait.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
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Whatever you do, make sure you have the ExpressPost envelope with you and that you
give it to them! That envelope is apparently the equivalent of Willy Wonka’s Golden
Ticket. And they are very serious about security....and I thought security at airports was
bad!! That’s nothing compared to security at the US Consulate in Calgary.

--- SEE, 2015.10

Today I relinquished my US citizenship and wanted to share my experience for anybody
who might benefit from it:

In months past I went to a seminar held by a big firm in Calgary on renouncing US cit-
izenship. I was appalled that they regularly charge people $8-12K to help them through a
process that is their right as US citizens. They warned that DS4079 is filled with “traps”
and having a lawyer was a smart thing.

I called up my courage and decided to do it on my own. I sent in my DS4079 with the in-
tention of confirming the relinquishment of my US citizenship based on the fact that I
had become a Canadian Citizen in 2008. I wrote an honest and heartfelt statement about
how I had never resided in the US beyond going to university there, and how Canada was
the first country I felt truly “at home” in. In support of my argument was the fact that
once I received Canadian citizenship I never again used my US passport nor asked for
anything from the US government.

I had my appointment at the Calgary Consulate today. I have been trying my best to stem
the anxiety and fear that this whole issue has caused me and imagined them being polite
and helpful. I am VERY happy to report that my appointment was a dream. They never
once questioned my relinquishment argument. They were exceedingly polite and affable.
I signed my statement and my oath, and off I went. I was not charged, nor was it ever
mentioned that I needed to pay. This is huge for us a family, as both of our children will
be renouncing later this year.

I am feeling very happy and very relieved. I will, of course, be doing the last five years of
taxes. This has also been a great stress as it seems to cost a small fortune (who knew I
shouldn’t invest in Canadian Mutual Funds or have a TFSA?!) and it is a bite out of our
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children’s college fund. However, the EA I am working with is giving me a great deal
(compared to others I looked at) and I will report later on how it went, in case anyone
else needs a referral in the Calgary area.

Thank you so much to everyone. The Isaac Brock Society has been a beacon in a very
confusing and very intimidating situation. I wish everyone the best of luck. It is hard to
believe something so nefarious could be happening to so many, but this website has in-
formed me and helped me stay sane!

--- ReadyToGo, 2015.02

(1) Posted by CanadianGirl403, December 2014.

I just wanted to let you all know I had my app in May 2014, in Calgary, they were
requesting to deny my request to get a back dated relinquishment. I had them send my
request to Washington anyway. I also sent to Washington a letter outlining their laws and
why I should not be denied. I would like to report I received my backdated certificate of
loss back dated to my government job today. Not when I turned 21, which is fine 2001 is
fine.

Thank you all so much for this website and your information. I am so excited to no longer
have to think about the US in any other way than a stop over at the airport on my way to
somewhere else.

(2) Posted by CanadianGirl403, December 2014.

Thanks, I am so very excited and relieved it is over. Yes I was a duel citizen born in the
US to Canadian parents taken back to Canada where I have lived all my life. They back
dated me to 2001, when I started work with the federal government. Heartsick you
remember correctly, the vise consul in Calgary was brutal and I felt like I was in an
interrogation with him. He kept telling me if I thought I relinquished when I was 21 then
I could not have thought I relinquished also when I got my government job!. He kept
reminding me I was under oath and when I took my government job did I think I was
taking it to relinquish. My story posted on May 28/14 after my appointment. I spent a
couple of weeks putting together a letter after the fact with all their legislation and
reasons why I should be granted a back dated CLN, mailed it to Washington and the US
ambassador in Ottawa, who sent a letter back saying they did not have anything to do
with that area, not sure if he also forwarded my stuff to Washington or Calgary to be
attached to my request. Your site is the reason I could do all this thank you all again.

--- CanadianGirl403, 2014.12 Consulate Mtg 2014.05 CLN received 2014.12
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(3) Posted by CanadianGirl403, May 2014.

My request to relinquish went like this:
Email to request for appointment Mar 2014, receive a response [the next day],
appointment set for May 2014.

Attend appointment, go through security, did not bring a my cell phone or other items |
thought might be a problem. Get there go through security, find out that my lip gloss,
small mirror, and nail clippers and my very small hand gel (all things you can take on a
plane now) are a national security problem there, have to throw them away or take them
back to my car (parked three blocks away) and leave my vehicle unlock thing and only
bring my car key and my wallet. So I run back to my car to leave everything and back to
make my app time. I am the first one for a [time of appointment] app to relinquish, there
are several people there for passports and visas. I go up to the first window (after I get
through two security checks) Give them my birth certificate, birth abroad (Canadian
registration) marriage certificate, Canadian passport (I have never had a us passport). Sit
wait, get called to a second window where I have to provide my government employment
stuff, give her my oath that I had to get from my employer, she tells me that I do not need
the oath because I was a Canadian citizen already so it is of no value to prove you are
relinquishing. She stated that my employment may be enough, but stated that if I thought
I had lost US citizenship when I turned 21 by not moving to the us or working there then
I would not have believed that I had relinquished when I got a government job because I
already thought I had was no longer an American. In my initial form that I filled out
before my app I had put that on it. @1 advised her I had consulted a lawyer who advised I
had relinquished based on my age and not fulfilling my duty to live or work or take an
oath in the US as well as with my employment, she stated it is not a shopping or wish list
you can chose from and that the age thing was taken off the books in 78 and I would have
only been 18 then not 21 or 25. She takes everything to copy and advises to sit and wait
for the vise counsel. He meets with two others ahead of me then calls me in. He makes
me swear an oath to tell the truth. I do. then he said he does not understand why I would
think having a government job showed intent to give up my citizenship if at 21-25 [
believed I had lost it already, I said that I read some where that they may not be the case,
he wanted to know when. He asked did I know before I took my government job and
reminded me I was under oath, I advised I could not remember the exact time. He then
said to me did you when you took your job think I am doing this to relinquish my US
citizenship. And again reminded me I was under oath, I said I believe I have relinquished
my US citizenship, he again asked me if at the time I took the job I thought I was doing it
to relinquish my citizenship, I again repeated what I said the first time, I then said he
could give me a bible I would swear on it before GOD that I believe I have relinquished
my US citizenship. He stated he is denying my request for a back dated CLN, I requested
that he still send it through to Washington, he said that on occasion they will issue it but
usually they take his decision. I asked how long until I might find out, he said about 6
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months, he advised if I am denied I can stay a US citizen or renounce and pay the
$450.00... I am praying with all my heart and soul that some one in Washington will take
my work with the Canadian government starting in 2001 as a expatriating act. But when
they say you are already a Canadian so how does this prove you are relinquishing with
this what can you say? Feeling very down, wondering if I should have had a lawyer do
this and paid the $5-10,000.00 they were going to charge.

Be very careful on the first form you fill out for them that you do not give any conflicting
or what they will say is conflicting info. I thought from all I had read and looked into that
showing how I had relinquished over the years over and over would be better.

--- CanadianGirl403, 2015.01 CLN received 2014.12

RE: my husband’s relinquishment. It was not a fun time (we drove through a ground
blizzard to get there and it was bitter cold in the big city). At the consulate my husband
spent 1.5 hours going through security and waiting on an uncomfortable chair. He only
spent 3 minutes at 3 different bullet proof glass windows to get the deed done however.
He was 1 of 10 people there at that time who were either relinquishing or renouncing.
One renunciant had second thoughts and said she would have to think some more about
it. Although nobody was talking (conversations would probably have been recorded in
the waiting area) it was said by a few there that they would never have imagined that
someday they would be doing this. One of the consulate staff sent an “interim letter” by
e-mail for my husband to show at the border if he should have to cross before his CLN
arrives. She is also sending a hard copy of this letter by snail mail. It is signed by the
counsul himself. The 200 km. drive back home was on clear roads and in bright sunshine.
We listened to Pete Seeger “freedom songs” on the way back.

--- Em, 2014.02 CLN received 2014.06
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I received my CLN this week.

I was notified by email that it had been received by Calgary on Dec 6th while I was in
Las Vegas to attend the Andrea Bocelli Concert...

Since I was travelling to Mexico through Christmas, I asked them to hold it until my
return home so as I could sign the registered mail receipt.

I originally requested an appointment in Feb 2013 after having my investment accounts
frozen because TD Waterhouse noticed my US birthplace on my Canadian Passport.

My appointment in Calgary was April 10th 2013. I argued that since I was naturalized in
1967 at the age of 10 WHEN the 1952 INA rules in effect suggested this was an
expatriation act where a parent COULD expatriate a minor so long as dual citizenship
was maintained until age 21 and THEN if the minor did not take the US oath by age 22
nor take up permanent residence in the US by age 25, US Citizenship was lost.

The consulate did not agree at first. They suggested I confirm the second method of
expatriation applicable to me: ie. I worked for the BC Government.

I insisted on setting a precedent as the INA rules were not changed until 1986, at which
time [ was already 28 years old and had completed the requirements of expatriation (and
was verbally recognized as such in 1979). ie: TEST CASE.

After waiting for 6 months, I insisted on some resolution as we were due to travel to the
US and Mexico in December. I finally got a response in October. The OCS Lawyer
insisted that “as a minor” I had no understanding of the ramifications of losing US
citizenship at the age of 10, regardless of the fact that I never returned to the US nor did
anything to suggest US affiliation once I turned 21. I then set my Lawyer into action to
provide proof of my BC Government employment including the starting date of
employment as the OCS Lawyer insisted this was the date of an ACT OF
EXPATRIATION as required to issue a CLN. Difficult a this was after 35 years, [ was
able to collect the proof and provided it under affidavit.

They accepted the proof of BC government employment and issued a CLN with a
relinquishment date of MAY 1st, 1978.

They operate using the 1986 INA rules which eliminated the PARENT rule and lowered
the age of adulthood to age 18, and apparently they apply this retroactively which creates
conflicts such as in my case where I had clearly lost US citizenship based on the 1952-
1986 rules. While I do not agree with this and had my lawyer include a demand that they
recognize my failure to take up permanent residency by age 25 (section 1, 1952 INA
rules) in case I had to take this to a higher court, they did accept the proof he provided of
my BC Government employment (section 4A of the 1986 INA) as the ACT of
EXPATRIATION. The end result is my CLN was issued based on my government
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employment. I will have to leave it to someone else to take them to task on the improper
“retroactive” application of the 1986 rules.

I also want to make people aware that my daughter (born in 1983) was never at risk of
US citizenship since I only lived in the US until age 5 1/2 while the applicable rules say
that US citizenship cannot be passed on if the parent did not live in the US for at least 10
years with 5 of those years being after the age 14 (obviously not applicable to me). This
is now further reinforced by the fact that I lost my citizenship in 1978 before her birth.

I strongly suggest that people facing this situation spend time looking at all avenues
available to them before succumbing to the pressure of RENOUNCING (as
RENOUNCING was repeatedly suggested to me by the consulate when they thought I
wouldn’t be able to provide proofs).

--- Benedict Arnold Be Me, 2014.01 Consulate Mtg 2013.04 CLN received 2013.12

In reply to a question on the website, Benedict followed up with;:

I believe the answer lies in the interpretation of Section INA 349 4A and 4B.

4A states working for the Government AND having that nationality (thus start date)
4B states working for the Government AND taking the required OATH (thus likely
OATH date or start date)

I was confronted with an OCS Lawyer who at first questioned photographic proof of my
public employment records, but then insisted on having the start date as a requirement to
issuing a CLN as that was in accordance to him the date of the ACT of EXPATRIATION
and then they would issue it based on 4A (as [ was clearly a Canadian Citizen since age
10).

That is when I engaged my lawyer to act on my behalf and provide the proof that I was
able to obtain as follows:

1) A blank copy of the BC Provincial Employees OATH (from the 1970’s)

2) A letter from the BC Provincial Government acknowledging that I worked for a
specific program of a specific Ministry in 1978 and 1979 as provided in the Public
records and that an OATH was required by all BC Provincial Employees.

3) A letter provided by my hiring supervisory manager confirming my hire date.

This was all provided by affidavit and submitted by my lawyer directly to the Calgary
consulate.

--- Benedict Arnold Be Me, 2014.01 Consulate Mtg 2013.04 CLN received 2013.12
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My 90-year-old mother renounced in Calgary on Thursday, December 12, 2013. Here is a
report for the archive.

A couple of issues that I don’t recall being mentioned in other reports. She is 90, and uses
a walker or wheelchair. My brother dropped us off with the wheelchair at the front door
and went to park. I was concerned about finding a pay phone afterwards to call him (pay
phones seem rare these days) but there are two pay phones right in the lobby/hallway area
outside the consulate security office on the main floor.

The website says a helper is allowed in with elderly or disabled people. I figured I’d be
allowed in, but I wasn’t sure what they would do about the wheelchair. Maybe they
would transfer her to one of their own?

They asked if she could walk at all, like, 50 steps or just 5, for example? She can’t go far
(broke a hip some years ago) so they said they would have to phone upstairs for special
permission, etc. Once approved, we went up to the 10th floor through the second round of
airport-like security. They swabbed all over the wheelchair with a little strip and inserted
it into an analysis machine, much like airports do with your laptop keyboard.

We had arrived a little over an hour early. Once upstairs they put us straight into one of
the cubicles with the thick glass window, so her interview started about 35 minutes
before our scheduled time. It’s a good thing that I was allowed with her, since she
couldn’t hear a word the interviewer said (until the question below). As it was, I leaned
my ear to the slot under the window to hear better.

They were all very nice, and rather than sending her from the interview wicket to the
cashier wicket to pay the $450 and move back again, we got to stay in one place and they
shuttled their staff back and forth from their side.

The interviewer was very nice, but then towards the end of the interview the guy’s tone
suddenly changed and in a much louder and stern voice with furled brows he said “TELL
ME WHY YOU WANT TO RENOUNCE!”. It was totally unexpected. I’'m sure we both
recoiled back in our chairs.

Many people ask on the IBS website whether they should make the “optional” statement
about their reason for renunciation. There has been of course many different opinions.
We indicated “No” on the questionnaire that the Calgary consulate sends out. Yet, he
asked anyway. I wanted to question why he asked when she indicated “No”, but I didn’t.
I wonder now if it’s a trick question, to ferret out people who might have something to
hide? Or maybe it’s a poorly-worded question that simply means to ask if you want to
make a written statement as opposed to verbal statement?

The sudden sternness of the question visibly upset my my mother, who was nervous
enough as it was. She started out with the level of nervousness that she would have in an
appointment with a bank manager, or insurance or pension administrator, which is
already noticeable. My mother clammed up for what seemed like an eternity before she

could speak again.
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I assume it was standard procedure when he asked me to leave so he could talk to her in
private. He asked her if she was renouncing under her own free will or if she was being
coerced by anybody, etc. I hope he didn’t misinterpret her reaction to the startling tone of
the question about her reason for renouncing.

After our experience, I will recommend to my friends and family going to the Calgary
office to say “Yes” and put it in writing, and just repeat what you’ve written if asked
verbally.

In case there are people here on IBS who believe that although relinquishment claims are
decided in Washington DC, renunciations are a done deal once performed in the
consulate. Not so. At the beginning of the interview, they made it very clear that
renunciations, although eventually dated from the date of the interview, are not decided
until reviewed by the DoS in Washington. They also later pointed to a paragraph on one
of the signed statements that repeated this fact.

Now we get to wait 3 to 4 months to hear the result.
--- WhatAml, 2013.12 CLN received 2014.05

I was born in the US to Canadian parents, and registered as a Canadian Birth Abroad.
At age 6 my family moved back to Canada, where I have lived since then. I have never
had a Social Security number nor a US passport. I knew growing up that I was a dual
citizen, but thought I had given up US citizenship at age 21 when I voted in my first
national election. Many years later the US border officials started to press the point
that I was still considered an American, and in 2011 when Canadians were being
scared into filing US returns, I knew that I needed to carefully consider my options
and move towards expatriation.

I have been lurking on IBS since its inception (and before that on the Expat Forum),
spending hundreds of hours becoming familiar with the issues, and filling a binder with
printouts of articles and comments I felt were pertinent to me. And, thanks to the
information found on this site, I had courage to arrange a one-day trip from Winnipeg to
Calgary in June of 2012, to document my voluntary relinquishment. I had a fairly weak
case, citing only voting in my first national Canadian election in 1972 (which was an
expatriating act until 1978 and ex post facto laws being unconstitutional), and accepting
a government job in 1994 (administrative secretary in a local hospital). My experience
in Calgary was consistent with reports from others, except for the clear message from
the Consul that he would NOT be recommending my application, and that I should just
renounce and be done with it. I chose to stand firm, as I knew what would be required of
me if [ obtained a current-dated CLN. It took almost 18 months from my appointment to
receive the coveted CLN, and only after I made inquiry at the 12-month point and then
being asked if I had signed an oath of allegiance when I accepted my government job. I
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could only locate a confidentiality agreement sample of what I may have signed. My
documents obviously sat on a pending pile for many months, as I was a rather unusual
case, and I think they finally signed just to get rid of me.

So, there are two myths seemingly disproven in my case:

- that dual citizens MUST renounce, as relinquishment is not an option

- that if the Consul advises that he cannot recommend an applicant for CLN, that
Washington never overturns that directive.

I am so pleased and relieved to finally have resolved the nightmare that has been a
major part of daily life for the last few years. And, as good fortune would have it, I can
also say that I relinquished before February 6, 1995, the icing on the cake!

Thanks to each of the regular IBS contributors! There are likely many of us minnows
hiding in the weeds, but taking in all the information we can find on FATCA and
expatriation issues. This site has been my best resource all along, and I am eternally
grateful!

--- Prairie Girl, 2013.12  Consulate Meeting 2012.06 CLN received 2013.12

I renounced in Calgary on Tues the 22nd — very straightforward — I had every piece of
paper they could possibly want but only my passports — US — and current Canadian were
required along with my personal statement. [ had sent in a questionnaire when the
appointment was made in July detailing the particulars of who I am etc. The Vice Consul
was an older gentleman who was kind — a strange description of him as he seemed sad
about the whole thing. I was advised the CLN would take 4-6 months. I want to thank all
the Brockers for their help and advice I gleaned from reading everything posted about
this procedure. It helped me immeasurably to proceed with confidence. THANK YOU .

--- CarolCanada, 2013.10 CLN received 2014.03
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A feeling of relief beset me as | was sitting there wait for my elusive number to appear on
the board. Soon | would be called to Booth B in at the U. S consulate in Calgary to finally
read aloud the renunciation statements and affirm the oath. It all went off without a hitch. |
arrived at 9:20am and was when asked what | was there for the guard called me past the
line to head through the first metal detector only to wait in the seats afterwards. They called
a block of people up and lined us against the wall, we then proceeded to follow the guard to
the elevator to floor 10 where we went through another metal detector and given a number.
You then wait some more in the large room with windowed booths much like the Canadian
passport offices. You sit and wait for your number to appear on the board. The first time |
was called up was to provide my Id (canadian passport, U. S birth certificate) and to pay the
450(472) fee but my credit card wouldn’t swipe. They can’t key in the digits either so | had
to go through the entire process again after going downstairs to get some cash. | already
had a number so they moved me to the front of the security check lines. | returned to the
window to pay the fee.

The next time | was called, | was provided two forms. One to review the information that |
provided them a few months ago was accurate and the second to review the what | was to
read aloud later.

The actual time spend talking to anybody was very minuscule compared to the amount of
time spent waiting. The last time | was called up was to recite the renunciation oath, and
sign some papers and that was it.

| was there from 9:20am and was out of the door by 11:00am. Now I’'m back at the airport
waiting to go back home to Vancouver. It was worth the trip. It's great that only a single ap-
pointment was required, but 2 doesn’t make any sense.

--- Pman, 2013.09 CLN received 2014.02
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Relinquishment Report
Calgary Consulate
May 8, 2013

Consulate service rating A+++

I live in Victoria BC and flew to Calgary to apply for my backdated certificate of loss of
nationality. I had originally booked my appointment online for a date in early April, how-
ever I was later advised by a Calgary-based lawyer that I had spoken with that you need
to book relinquishment appointments via email in Calgary. Once I made contact with the
Consulate via email, they confirmed that the date I had booked online for April would not
work, and they offered me the next available spot, which was May 8th at 8:30 am. [ was
sent a short form to full in and return by email.

Two days before my appointment, the supervisor of the American Services Unit that I had
been dealing with sent me an email asking for me to fax or email my completed DS-4079 so
that they could prepare the documents in advance of my arrival. The Supervisor knew that I
am university professor and was in the midst of teaching full time, and so would be flying in
the night before my appointment, and needing to return at noon on the day of the appoint-
ment so that I could get back to the classroom to teach that same afternoon. So I sent the un-
signed form by email, along with all of my supporting documentation.

I parked in the lot at the City of Calgary parkade in the 3 hour parking zone and walked
through city hall which is diagonally across the corner from the Rocky Mountain plaza
building where the US Consulate is located. I arrived about 10 minutes early. I would
suggest arriving at least 20 minutes early, as there are several security steps you need to
go through before finally getting to the Consulate offices on the 10th floor.

The first screening is on the main floor. The security guard who was standing outside of
the door asked why I was there, and then asked my name. When I told him my name, he
said they had been expecting me. I had a rental car, and I could not take the key fob with
me to the appointment for security reasons. They have a small number of little locked
storage boxes along the wall for holding things the size of cell phones and keys, and so
they put my keys in locked storage and held them for me. You then go through security
screening, and once finished are directed to sit in a certain row of chairs. I was actually
supposed to go through another line first for people who had an American Services ap-
pointment, and so was called to go check in with someone else. Again, they were expect-
ing me. They asked how I would be paying for my renunciation, and I said I would not
need to pay as I was there to apply for a retroactive relinquishment. They were fine with
that. You then go sit down in your designated row, and wait to be called. They call out
names, you line up with your back against a wall in the order your name is called. Anoth-
er security guard takes you upstairs, again asking you to line up in the same order you
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were in downstairs. You then get called one by one to pass through another security
screening, this time being asked to take off watches and belts. You wait for a door to
buzz, and then pull hard, it is heavy, and go inside to your designated seating rows which
are at the front of the room. The last security person gives you a number, and you wait
for your number to be called.

The first time I was called up I was asked to provide my last US passport from the 80's, my
current Canadian passport, and my US birth certificate. I then sat down for a while. I could
see a male Consular official through the window, and could tell from the paper he was
reading that he was reviewing my file. He was revising the documents, form 4079 form,
and my personal statement, which I had decided to include. He took his time reading my
statement, and I could tell that he went back to it several times. I was then called up to the
window. I first needed to raise my right hand and swear that everything that I had put on
the form and in my letter was true, and that I would answer questions truthfully. I said, of
course. He then asked me some questions about my personal statement. His questions were
all fair and reasonable. I had indicated in my letter that at one point early in my career I was
told that if I wanted to work overseas for my employer, it would be better to be a Canadian
than a US citizen. I explained that was true, but that it was not the main reason for becom-
ing a Canadian. | had also indicated in my letter that I had spoken at length with my parents
about becoming a Canadian, and that while they were very patriotic Americans, they felt
you could owe allegiance to only one country, and should participate fully as a citizen in
the country where you lived. I told them it was important to me that my parents support and
understand my decision to give up my US citizenship by coming a Canadian. | had also ex-
plained in my letter that I had received a letter from the US government when I applied for
Canadian citizenship explaining that by taking a Canadian oath of citizenship I would loose
my US citizenship (I applied in 1984 & became a Canadian in 1985). I explained in my let-
ter and to the Consular official that I had made a privacy request to look for the letter in my
citizenship file, and had filed an access to information request to the library and archives
Canada, but could not find a copy of the letter. My sense was that the consular official was
probing on points to confirm that I had voluntarily and intentionally given up my US cit-
izenship. I confirmed that it was my clear intention to become a Canadian and in doing so
to give up my US citizenship. He asked if, since becoming Canadian, I had ever done any-
thing that a US citizen would do, such as pay US taxes or vote in US elections. I said no.
These questions were reasonable given the Consular official’s role. In my letter I had also
stated that for years I had been hassled about why I was not traveling on a US passport
when I had been born in the US. I said that I always replied, because I am Canadian. I ex-
plained that this line of questioning became so uncomfortable for a period of time that I
avoided going to or through the US altogether. The Consular official apologized for that
treatment, and explained the presumption behind the line of questioning by the border offi-
cials — I was impressed with his professionalism in how he discussed this with me. He was
quite genuine in his comments. Unlike others who have reported on this site, I was not
asked why I was coming forward at this time. [ had included this information in the conclu-
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sion to my accompanying statement, where I said that [ was coming forward to apply for a
retroactive certificate of loss of nationality because I had only recently learned that this was
possible.

The Consular official gave me a series of forms to sign, he signed them as well, and he
then explained that the determination would be made in Washington and it would take a
few months.

He said that in the meantime, if [ was going to travel to the US, I could take a copy of an
email from the Consulate confirming my relinquishment appointment as evidence that I
had already gone through the process, and that should suffice.

I thanked the Consulate rep (I think he might have been the Vice-Consul), and asked him to
thank the Supervisor of American Services Unit for helping to expedite the process for me
today. She had clearly gone out of her way to ensure that I got through quickly, as all of the

staff that I dealt with knew I was under a time crunch and had come from out of town.

I left at 9:10 am. I got back to my car only to realize I had forgotten my keys at security. |
went back, and the security guard said he had not seen anyone get through so quickly before.

The day is done, and I am now back in Victoria.
I am planning a Canada day party this year.

--- Lagoon, 2013.05 CLN received, 2013.10
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My Calgary Consulate renunciation experiences...
My situation:

| am a dual citizen by birth (Canada and U.S.) with a U.S. birthplace. | am a younger person
and | have resided in Canada and my family’s home province for the last 10 years. | always
travel on a Canadian passport and | have not been overly-scrutinized at the U.S. border
about my birthplace. | have never been given any trouble at air crossings (i.e., | was treated
as a normal Canadian) but 1 land crossing from Windsor to Detroit in the early days of the
2003 Iraq war saw a few extra questions...”"Why are you posing as a Canadian?” and
“Where is your American passport?”. | was not advised to obtain a U.S. passport during
that interrogation. That was almost 10 years ago and | crossed many more times at the
very same land crossing (and 3 others), without any more questioning than a typical Cana-
dian would expect (e.g., “Where are you going?”, “How long will you be there?”, “Any alco-
hol or tobacco?”, efc.). | am not fully established in my career yet, but | know that my pro-
fession will put my future earnings into jeopardy if | want to remain compliant with the IRS. |
am compliant with my current and past tax obligations, to my knowledge. | am

engaged to a Canadian and plan to continue my life in Canada with her and one day, hope-
fully, raise our children here. Most importantly, | felt Canadian, was raised by Canadians,
have only Canadian family, and know in my heart, Canada is my home.

My 1% contact (late May 2012):

| struggled to get ahold of the Calgary consulate... their webpage doesn’t have a link for re-
nunciations. | phoned a few times only to get automated prompts. The list of options in the
prompts was not why | was phoning, so | finally hit the U.S. Visa prompt and got trans-
ferred. | explained why | was phoning and they put me in contact with the right people. They
handled my situation very respectfully. They asked some basics: my name, birthdate, SSN,
my other citizenship, how | obtained my Canadian citizenship, and my email address. With-
in a day, | received an email from them, acknowledging my call. They also sent me some
state department info about renouncing and a questionnaire (looked like a word document).
| filled it out and sent it back right away. Within 2 days, they emailed me to determine what
day | would like to renounce. | said at their next available appointment. | received a date
within the next business day for late July. | happily accepted. My advice: be completely
flexible in scheduling the date. Take the next available appointment. Your renunciation is a
priority and worth missing an afternoon of work.

My 1%, and only consular visit (late July 2012):

| arrived at my appointment early. | checked into the main desk at the building (across from
the library). | thought it was a general security desk, but it a U.S. security desk. | was told to
stand next to a wall and look into a surveillance camera. | did. They were running a bit late
so | stood in front of the camera and against the wall for quite some time, maybe 20
minutes. | felt watched. They came to get me about 10 minutes later than my scheduled ap-
pointment. The security guard escorted me and another older gentleman upstairs. Security
wasn’t a big issue, except for my car key fob. They said | shouldn’t have it on me. He said

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
2016.02



Canada, Calgary Page 37 of 232
THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY

“You know | could forbid you from entering?”. | said | knew that and | would hope he could
understand | was travelling alone and had nowhere else to store the key. He eventually
said | could leave it with him. After that, | was escorted into a big room with lot of chairs and
a number of wickets for talking to staff. | waited in my chair for a while and tried to talk to
the older gentleman, seeing as we were the only 2 people in a room with 60 empty chairs.
He said he was renouncing as well but | didn’t pursue it any further. They must have an offi-
cial time they do renunciations (I think 2 pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays). They don’t
want anyone else around to witness it | guess. | was called up first to provide documenta-
tion (US passport, which was very expired, Canadian passport, and to verify my question-
naire). After they told me to sit down. About 5 minutes later, | paid my $450. The visa ma-
chine on their end was down so | was worried | wouldn’t be able to pay for my desired re-
nunciation that day. They finally got it working. My advice would be to take cash so there is
no problems cashing out of the U.S. system. | sat down again after paying and they started
to process the other guy and make him pay his fees. | then got a call to talk to a Vice-Con-
sul. He didn’t say much, just asked if | understood what | was doing and that if | ever
wanted to live/work in the U.S., | would have to apply for a visa. | was told to travel to the
U.S. on my Canadian passport going forward. | raised my hand to swear out and signed my
CLN. He said it would take up to 6 months to process, but if | didn’t have it by late January
2013, to contact the Calgary consulate again. Overall, everyone knew their roles and it was
painless. | left the consulate with the security guard and was on my way. First thing | did
when | got out... | drove to get a milkshake at a Calgary mainstay and celebrate my free-
dom on a wonderful summer day in Calgary.

Early December 2012:

| received my CLN... had to go to the post office to pick it up and sign for it. | realised that they
put the date of my renunciation on the CLN so that was good. There was a raised seal on the
CLN as well. In the official use only box in the top right corner, it was stamped for October 2012.
That must have been the day it crossed someone’s desk for the final sign-off. They included
some of my supporting documents and my cancelled passport. The cancelled passport and the
cover letter that accompanied everything was dated with an effective expatriation date of June
2012. A clerical error | am sure since that would imply | lost my citizenship a month before | re-
nounced. I'll take the July date noted on my CLN as the official date for tax purposes.

Summary:

1%t Contact: late May 2012

Received pre-appointment documents and scheduled appointment: within several days of
1*t contact

1st and only Consular visit in Calgary: late July 2012

Received CLN: early December 2012

The hardest part of the process is making the decision to renounce. Once you make i,
leaving the U.S. system (at least the non-tax part), is rather easy, but takes some patience.
Now that | received my CLN, | feel better knowing that it is finally over, and there wasn't
some sort of major clerical mishap where | am still a citizen and have to start the process all
over again. | don’t feel much different than | did when | was dual. | guess all that means is
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that as far as | am concerned, | haven’t been a U.S. citizen in a very long time. | hope my
story helps inform others! Best of luck to everyone renouncing.

--- NewB, 2012.12 CLN received 2012.12

My husband and I are back home — a beautiful day for a walk to and from a US Consulate
in Calgary, AB, Canada. Everything was straight-forward and went smoothly.

We got to the Consulate a little early and waited in front of the camera in the lobby across from
the Security Desk. Someone soon came down and asked if we were us, said we could go get a
tea at the restaurant on the main floor and someone would come down for us at 2:00 p.m. That
happened — someone actually came into the little restaurant before we got back out to stand in
front of the camera and escorted us to the 10th Floor of Rocky Mountain Plaza where the Cal-
gary US Consulate is located.

Next was the usual ‘airport-type’ security procedure and a short wait in the waiting area to
watch CNN, before being called to pay our fees and hand over our passports at one of the win-
dows. We were given Forms 4081 and 4080 to read and understand. The only documentation
we presented were our Canadian and US passports. Mine was my only US passport ever issued;
my husband said that he had a previous US passport at home; he was asked to mail in.

A short wait and then we separately went into Booth B where we were greeted by the Vice-
Consul and given back our Canadian passports and a second receipt for our $450 (each) fee. We
were asked to say why, in our own words, we were renouncing. No judgement was expressed
by the Vice-Consul one way or the other. No scenarios of why we might want to reconsider re-
taining our US citizenship were given.

Form 4081 (Statement of understanding of consequences) and Form 4080 (Oath of renunci-
ation) were all ready and officially sealed, previously prepared from the information we had
sent by email to the Calgary US Consulate. We were asked to read these again to make sure we
understood. The Statement of Understanding was signed by each of us. We were then each
asked to read aloud our Oath of Renunciation (Form 4080), after which that form was signed.
The Vice-Consul lastly signed our Oaths and we were informed of the US ‘alien’ consequences.

We were told that when the Calgary Consulate gets word from Washington, DC that our renun-
ciations are approved, they will let us know. The Certificates of Loss of Nationality process
should take a few months and our CLN’s will arrive by mail shortly thereafter.

It was all very business-like and an easy process in Calgary.
I’m also glad to report that no doors hit us on the way out of the Consulate.

I don’t feel any regret; I do feel a lot of relief to have completed this step.
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(I didn’t make a final decision until this morning not to prepare an additional statement,
but that is just what my lawyer had advised.)

My daughter renounced last month. Alas, no such right for my son.

-- Calgary411, 2012.11 CLN received 2013.01

Early September I contacted the Calgary consulate an email address provided by a
Brocker and requested a renunciation appointment. I got an email in response that asked
me to “reflect on the gravity and consequences of renouncing your citizenship” and was
asked to review some attachments.

I responded that I would indeed like to proceed and they gave me an appointment for
early November. (they only do renunciations on Wednesday and Thursday from 2:15 —
2:45 pm, which explains why I had to wait two months for an appointment. I was asked
to complete a questionnaire and send it back to them.

Fast forward two months and I go the consul. Arrived way to early and killed some time
across the street at the library. Got to the consulate waiting room where there was probably
30 chairs and a total of 3 of us. One other guy was renouncing and I am assuming the other
guy was but not certain as [ was gone before he was called to the window.

First I was called to a window to pay $450. The receipt said it was non-refundable so I
though it would be interesting if they tried to talk me out of it. Got called to another
window where I had to give them documents. I gave my current U.S. passport and a
notarized copy of my Consular Report of Birth Abroad (I could not find the original).
They would not accept the notarized copy and they also said they needed my American
passports from when I was a kid (the ones punched with holes and stamped
“cancelled”). They said I would have to send these to them before my file could be sent
to Washington. I also gave them my Canadian passport as proof of Canadian citizen-
ship.

At this same window I reviewed a form summarizing the consequences of renunciation
as well as a form that had the oath I would be signing in front of the consul officer.

I was then called to another window with the consul officer. She did not ask me why I
was renouncing (but [ had submitted a written statement) and did not try to talk me out
of it. Just asked if I had reviewed the two forms from the other window and then I had
to raise my right hand. She then asked if I was doing this on my own accord and under-
stood the consequences and I said I did. Then I just had to sign the oath and another
form twice each and that was pretty much it.

--- Shaggy Z, 2011.11 CLN received 2013.02
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Well | relinquished in Calgary earlier this week and it seemed to go reasonably well.

After being escorted in the elevator from the lobby by a security guard you go through se-
curity screening exactly as you do in an airport. You are then taken to a rather large waiting
room with a lot of chairs and a full size American flag at the front. There was only one other
couple there at the same time | was. You are called to a window and asked for your docu-
ments which are copied. | was only asked for:

«  birth certificate
« Canadian citizenship certificate

« Identification for which | provided my Canadian passport
These were taken away and copied and | was told to sit down and wait. After about 20
minutes | was called to another window in an open cubicle to speak to the consular officer.
He was very formal and serious, did not introduce himself at all, but neither was he in any
way unpleasant. He was behind a glass window and documents were slid back and forth
through a slot at the bottom. At times | found it a little difficult to hear what he was saying
through the glass and there was really no privacy from the waiting room.

He essentially only asked two questions:

«  Why are you coming forward to relinquish now? (Passport issues)

*  When you became a Canadian was your intent to relinquish your US citizenship?

(YES!)
He had read over the Form 4079 (which was sent in by my lawyer ahead of time) and
asked one question about a minor point. | had to read and sign the form regarding con-
sequences of losing US citizenship. | regret not having the presence of mind to ask why |
had to do this as | lost citizenship many years ago, but | was way too stressed to be arguing
and | don’t think it would have done any good anyway.

He told me the decision would be made in Washington and that it would be several months
before (and if) | received the CLN. Considering all the different procedures at the different
consulates | wonder about this. You would think if the powers that be in Washington were
making the final decision, the paperwork required would be a lot more consistent.

--- Hijacked, 2012.10 CLN received 2013.02
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My wife and I drove to Calgary from Medicine Hat in late January so that I could
submit and affirm my relinquishment document. I was told that my documents would
go to the State Department and it would take six months to a year for them to rule on my
status and get back to me. My CLN came today via registered mail, and needless to say
I’m feeling a huge sense of relief.

My parents and I moved from Michigan to Canada when I was a young child, and we all
became Canadians in 1968, when I was 20. As I stated on the form, this was during the
Vietnam War, and I wanted to travel on a Canadian rather than a U.S. passport. My
intention was to sever my connection with the U.S. when I swore the oath of allegiance
to Canada. I’ve had no dealings with States since; haven’t had a Social Security
number, haven’t filed anything or applied for anything. So relinquishment should have
been a “slam dunk” in my case, but of course there’s always the possibility that the
authorities might throw up some kind of a roadblock. It feels good to have the CLN in
my hand; think I’1l buy a fire-proof safe to put it in.

When the question of why I wanted to relinquish came up, I emphasized that my motive
was to avoid problems at the border. I said that the last time I crossed I was told that
since my Canadian passport indicated that I had a U.S. birthplace, I should actually be
travelling with a U.S. passport. I said to the consular official that I was hoping to get
some kind of document (at that point I didn’t know enough to call it a Certificate of
Loss of Nationality) to verify that I wasn’t actually an American.

The whole experience has been extremely positive. The Calgary Consulate is easy to
find — just across from the downtown library. My dealings with the folks there were
pleasant and cordial. I did wonder why the official was putting so much emphasis on
the possible downside of losing my U.S. citizenship (I thought of cutting him short and
reminding him that I actually gave it up decades ago, but being a Canadian I was too
polite to interrupt him). One heads-up if you’re going to the consulate — make sure you
leave all of your electronic stuff, cell phones etc., with someone, since you can’t take
things like this in with you.

I really appreciate the effort and expertise that’s gone into the Isaac Brock site — you’ve
helped me to keep calm and avoid panicking, to think my way through the process, and
to achieve the best possible result. I wish you all the best, and hope you’ll receive the
good will and support that you deserve from Canadians and their (our) government
during the difficult years ahead.

--- Dave, reported to Brock 2012.06. CLN was received in 5 months.
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Renounced at Calgary U.S. consulate in Winter 2012. One daughter and I renounced. We
were the only ones in the waiting room, after the security guard came and escorted us up
the elevator. We had to wait a few minutes and then dealt with a woman at one of the
windows, who took our documentation, made some copies, and confiscated our U.S.
passports. She was dismayed that my daughter did not have her Birth Abroad of a U.S.
Citizen paper. A few days later, this was found and sent to the consulate, after e-mail
correspondence. We had our separate discussions with the U.S. consul. This was in an
area just off the seating area, and anyone in the waiting area would be able to hear your
conversations. The consul presented a lot of arguments of why-not to renounce. Fairly
weak ones, citing global warming, and what if you won a lottery and wanted to live south
all the time. At some point, you will be asked, “what makes things different now, from all
the past years that you did not renounce?” My daughter and I had both submitted written
reasons why we were renouncing, so we reiterated some of them. When he realizes that
you are not backing down, he then allows you to sign the papers and take the oath. At one
point, I did express that [ was angry that I was not being allowed to renounce for my
other daughter with a developmental disability. And pointed out that her guardian and
alternate guardian had just renounced. He came back with the reply that perhaps in the
future she would have a different guardian who wanted to live in the U.S. I also told him
that I resented this daughter’s appointment being cancelled by the Calgary consulate. He
did agree to re-book that appt., if I wanted to, but told be he would interview her
privately, and if he thought she did not know what citizenship was, that he would not let
her renounce. I cannot put her through this, so will not be making that appointment. The
consulate told my other daughter and me that it would be 6-12 mos. before our Loss of
Nationality papers would be mailed to us. In the meantime, we were still U.S. citizens
and could even vote. We did get some very small receipt indicating that we had paid
$450 each for our renouncing fees.

---Cecilia, reported to Brock 2012.03 CLN received 2012.07
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feeling of relief after leaving that embassy! I encourage everyone who has not done so,
to do it!!

The consular was very polite and professional, they did try to talk me out of it and
explained every “possibility”” that could happen in my life that I would want to keep my
US Citizenship, but I stood my ground and proceeded. It went very smoothly... although,
I was surprised as they took my 450.00 at my appt.

He did ask if I had children, I told him yes. I described my circumstances and why in fact
they are not US Citizens as per the DOS websites and qualifications. He confirmed I was
probably right but said the kids later in life COULD try and fill out an application and the
DOS would make that determination, not a lawyer as I consulted. The keyword is
COULD...

I am so happy to be 100% CANADIAN GAL now!!!

I felt like shouting as I walked out FREEDOM, like William Wallace from Braveheart,
lol!!!!

--- Lovecheese, 2012.03
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(1) In Calgary the renunciation was done in a somewhat open area. The Consul was
behind glass and I was in an open room — essentially a cubicle with walls to the ceiling. I
do not know if others could have heard the Consul but they definitely would have heard
me. The renunciations are processed at a different time than visas so there was only one
other person there who had the appointment after mine.

--- Pegl1, 2012.03 (consulate meeting, 2011.11)  CLN received 2012.06

(2) Irenounced in Calgary in Fall 2011. We think it was just over an hour in total for the
renunciation. I renounced and my husband came as an observer.

You check in at the security in the lobby of the building and they call up to the Consulate.
I was there 30 mins early but they said to come back close to the appointment time. I had
to stand in a specific spot so the security guard from the Consulate could see me via
camera. The guard came down and escorted us upstairs on the elevator. First was the
security screening (similar to an airport) then waited for a clerk to call my name. Then
gave her my letter and identification. I may have gone back to the clerk but don't recall.
Then waited for the Consul to call me into a booth. The Consul talked a lot about reasons
not to renounce - most I had considered already; some I had not. He never asked about
my children but mentioned me having children - in my letter I did not give any details of
my children just said "children". I think he talked for at least 20 minutes and then we had
to sign the forms. There was a mistake on one so it had to be redone and then the second
time I signed the wrong place so again had to be redone. Those errors added 5-10 minutes
to my appointment.

--- Pegl1, 2012.02 (consulate meeting, 2011.11)  CLN received 2012.06

(3) The renunciation appt in Calgary was very formal. There was no joking. I was given
many scenarios why my life could be difficult after renunciation as a non-US citizen yet
not one of them made me reconsider my decision to renounce. Essentially I had the
impression that he thought I was making the wrong decision by renouncing.

--- Pegl1, 2012.01 (consulate meeting, 2011.11)  CLN received 2012.06
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It went fairly smoothly and I would estimate I was in and out within an hour. He went
through many reasons to not renounce and didn’t seem to understand my reasons for
wanting to renounce....which was I wanted one citizenship and I had more devotion to
Canada.

They took my 450.00 at the appt and said 6-12 months (sigh)...now just the waiting
game! I am so relieved it is over and I can call myself 100% Canadian!

--- Wowthisssucks, 2012.02
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Consulate Report for
Canada, Halifax

(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad)

Have just met with the Consulate in Halifax to renounce citizenship ... after a number of
prompt replies to emails and exchange of information as to what was required concerning
documentation. I am a dual citizen by virtue of birth, and have no other way out of
FATCA except to renounce. I have been told it will be 1-3 months for response, but that
they were recommending approval of my renunciation, and there seemed to be no con-
cern. The appointment only took 20 minutes (because I had all the exact paperwork re-
quired), and they were very nice.

--- Lisa, 2014.01

I renounced at the Halifax Consulate yesterday. Everything went smoothly, and I felt a
great sense of relief after it was over. I realize now that the act was one of confirmation
of my Canadian Identity rather than the loss of American Citizenship.

I came to Canada in 1972 to attend Dalhousie University, and was lucky to get into Dal
Med school after finishing my undergraduate degree. Since finishing postgrad training, I
have practiced Family Medicine in small town Nova Scotia. My wife ( British and Cana-
dian) teaches at a Halifax University. We consider ourselves very fortunate both in work
and life.

Our lives were disrupted in the Summer of 2011 when I found out about my “filing oblig-
ations” to the U.S.

I hired a U.S. based lawyer who was basically stonewalled by his usual contacts at the
IRS. He called their behavior “Kafka-esque”.

I entered OVDI because at that time I felt there was little choice. I do not regret doing
this as I have slept pretty well over the last 2.5 years. I have yet to hear anything from the
IRS.

I don’t really expect any serious trouble from the IRS, and FATCA will not impact me
personally. What really irked me was the absurdity of filing 90 pages yearly just to prove
to the IRS that I don’t owe tax, and never will. I was also incensed by the audacity of a
law that required me to report on my entirely Canadian assets to what I regard as the
agency of a foreign power. For those reasons I decided to renounce.

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
2016.02



Canada, Halifax Page 47 of 232
THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY

The Consulate staff in Halifax were very helpful. They knew I was keen to renounce be-
fore the end of the year to avoid having to file again for 2014. They basically contacted
me the day before with a cancellation. I jumped at the chance to end this madness.

Prior to my appointment, they required me to complete forms 4079, 4080, and 4081 and
email them back. I did this carefully, and I think that made the actual appointment very
easy. Form 4079 isn’t strictly required for a renunciation, but it gives you the opportunity
to make your case before you show up.

While I was waiting for the Consular Officer, a young couple entered with a set of twin
babies. It was clear they were there to report the birth of their children in Canada. I
struggled to keep quiet and hope those “accidental Americans” reverse their parent’s mis-
take before they’re too old to change their status easily.

The Consular Officer was a pleasant young man who looked more like a Frat boy from
Animal House than a government bureaucrat. He processed my renunciation smoothly,
and promised a CLN in about 4 months. I left quickly, and met my wife to celebrate my
freedom

--- Titus, 2013.12 CLN received 2014.02

I feel blessed to have stumbled on this site back in mid December 2012 when I was
searching for more info after calling a US accounting firm and finding out my situation
for filing obligations, FBAR, etc....( a few sleepless night ). Then I started asking ques-
tions on IBS and began receiving key information for my case, ex....Immigration and
Nationality Act section 349 (a) (4), .....searching for my Oath of Allegiance from
Archives in Ottawa (pleasantly surprised it was there in my personal file since 1972),
.....also found out I didn’t really need to have my * Supplementary Statement Letter’’
notarized.

To give some history here are some main points which are part of my “Supplementary
Statement™:

I was born in USA to Canadian parents (lived close to the border) in 1952 and was bap-
tised 3 days later in Canada. I have a “Certificate of Birth Abroad” from Canada from
1953. I have always lived in Canada. I have worked for the Government of Canada for 36
years since 1972. After accepting this job I had to swear an Oath of Allegiance to the
Queen and Canada. Before going to swear this Oath in front of a lawyer, my boss told me
that by doing this I would be breaking all links I had with the United States. I told him
that this was all right because I wanted to keep this job. This was my first job. In 1973 I
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swore another Oath of Allegiance when I changed jobs to a different Division in the de-

partment. I retired from the Government job in 2008.

I have never lived in the US, never worked there, never voted, filed taxes or owned prop-
erty there, never had any bank accounts or income there and I don’t have any family or
social ties there.

I have a Canadian passport only. I have always maintained ownership of a house in
Canada since 1976. I am married to a Canadian and all my immediate family and friends
live in Canada. I have voted in most Canadian elections at the federal, provincial and mu-
nicipal levels. Preponderance of evidence shows that I have been a Canadian citizen only.
Based on reading the rules governing loss of US citizenship as laid out in the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, section 349 (a) (4), it is my firm belief that on January 24, 1972,
I had voluntarily and with full intent relinquished any US citizenship and that I took this
action of my own free will.

I am therefore seeking a backdated Certificate of Loss of Nationality by virtue of having
relinquished my US citizenship back when I swore this Oath of Allegiance in 1972.

About the Consulate:

Finally on March 19th I felt ready and I e-mailed the Halifax Consulate for an appoint-
ment. Received feedback on March 21st with forms to be completed and necessary docu-
ments and guidelines. I faxed the forms back on the 22nd along with my Supplementary
Statement and photocopies of Birth cert., Canadian passport, etc.

On March 27th I e-mailed again to ask for acknowledgment of receipt of my forms.

I received an answer right away confirming this and that I would be receiving a phone
call in the near future. I got the call on April 5th from a very polite and professional lady
from the Consulate asking if I could make it for an appointment on April 8th. I said yes.
( I was pleasantly surprised with the quick scheduling). She went over some of the forms
with me on a couple of items ( nothing major). She asked if I could bring the Originals
and the Cert. of Birth Abroad, Passport, proof of my gov’t job, etc....I also reminded her
that it was for a Relinquishment because on their e-mail correspondence they would only
say Renunciation. She understood why I wanted to clear that up. So then I said I will not
have to pay 450 dollars. She said: “That’s right”.

The meeting was scheduled for 3:30 pm. I arrived there at 3:00. Went through security no
problem; sat down and waited for 10 minutes; A woman (not the same that had called
me) who was behind a bullet proof window asked for me and took all my Originals and
Birth cert., passport, etc...; waited back in the chair for 15 minutes; another lady asked
for me (she was the one that had called). She gave me back some forms, ex...proof of
gov’t job and pension, 35 years Recognition Certificate signed by Stephen Harper, she
gave back one of my Oaths,( said she only needed the first one from 1972), she got me to
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sign my Statement Letter and she talked about my CLN being dated back to 1972. She
said it should take at least 3 months for me to receive it. I then asked her if [ was going to
get any proof on paper that I was there at the Consulate. She said yes I would be receiv-
ing a receipt with 0.00 owed to have if needed until I receive the CLN. But anyway she
said since they had received my faxed forms she had already put in a lot of info on their
site so the border Officials would have it. She told me to wait again and the Consul would
ask for me shortly; waited another 15 minutes; When he came it only took about 10
minutes.

He gave me back my Passport, got me to sign DS-4079 and before making me sign DS-
4081 he said “ it appears you know all about this”, I said yes. When he pushed it over to
me I thought he must have noticed that I had crossed out in blue ink the word “renunci-
ation” everywhere it said “renunciation/relinquishment”. Then he handed me the receipt
and commented it was for 0.00 owed. He then said that it should be 3 months before I get
the CLN but that lately they were better than in the past for time. He said to give them a
call if I didn’t receive it in 3 months. I then told him that this was their approval and that
Washington will approve it also. Well he said that he had never seen a refusal since he
had been there. I then said: And you have been here for a long time. He said: Well not
that long. We laughed. I thanked him and I was out in just about an hour (which was half
an hour after my scheduled time).

Walking slowly away from those twin towers, Purdy’s Wharf, taking it all in, it would
not have taken much more for my wet eyes to run tears down my cheeks.

There is no price we could put on Freedom. I will be forever indebted and grateful to
everybody on this site. Yes to everyone who answered my questions but also to all who
posted anything at all. I read during almost 4 months here and it paid off. Big Time. I ac-
quired a lot more knowledge on this site than any high priced accountant would have giv-
en me. I will try and do the same and help others as much as I can.

THANKS AGAIN EVERYBODY.

--- Authentic, 2013.04 CLN received 2013

I renounced at Halifax today. Very straightforward and easy.

Earlier this year I had emailed the consulate and was told when I am ready to fill out the forms
they attached (4079, 4080, and another minor form) and fax or email it back with my US and Ca-
nadian documents and passports, and they would call me to arrange an appointment. On Sunday,
March 10, I emailed them in, using the versions of the 4079 and 4080 that I had been mailed a
couple years ago when I first inquired The next day I received an email saying my documents
were not the most recent ones. The 4079 had been updated, and they needed the newer form com-
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pleted. I could see very little change, but I redid the document and sent it in. The next day I got a
phone call, asking if ,since I live in Halifax, I would like an appointment for March 18. She also
said she had to ask me (so as to avoid having to have a second appointment) whether I understood
the implications of what I was doing and understood I would subsequently have to cross the bor-
der on my Canadian passport. I told her i understood and had thought about it a lot and was sure
about my decision.

I arrived at the Consulate 15 min ahead of my appointment. There was a BIG sign outside
the door stating that if you had any of a list of things you would be denied entry to the of-
fice. The list included not only the usual things (guns, explosives, knives, cell phones, com-
puters) but also automatic car door openers. You ring a buzzer and a receptionist comes out
to talk to you. I said I hadn’t realized about the car door openers and I had forgotten to take
my tablet out of my handbag. But she let me in and said she had to put my bag through the
scanner (like at the airport) and look inside. Then she said she had to hold the electronics
for me behind her desk, which was fine with me. Later on, she appears to have done the
same thing with a cigarette lighter that another person brought in.

I was asked to sit in a chair where I waited until I was called to the “cashier” window. I passes her
my documents and sat again for a while. Then I was called up to pay my $450 and then I sat for a
while again. Then [ was called into a little partial cubicle where a friendly young man (presumably
the consul) gave me my receipt and passed me the renunciation document to sign I had to read it
all aloud to him and sign it. He asked several times if | had any questions. He said he expected the

CLN would be sent to me in 2-3 months, although it might be longer. Last year, he said, it was tak-
ing almost a year but they were getting faster.

That was it. I was in and out of there in a little over an hour, but most of time I was just waiting.

--- Canuck Doc, 2013.03 CLN received 2013.05

As Phil Robertson from Duck Dynasty would say....HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY'!

Just got back from my appointment with the U.S. consulate in Halifax NS (Dec.12). for
my US citizenship relinquishment.

My background...born in the US moved to Canada with family as a child, never worked
or lived in the US except did apply and use a US Passport for travel (as I was a landed
immigrant/permanent resident of Canada at that time).

Found out about tax and FBAR obligations in the US and filed back to 2005 with no
bumps in the road.
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Applied for Canadian citizenship at same time, which was finally granted November
29th 2012.

Following the Citizenship ceremony on Nov 29th, I immediately dropped my paperwork
off (DS4079, DS4081, plus supporting documents) to the Consulate and was told I
would be contacted for an appointment. (I really wanted an appointment in December so
that my final tax filing could occur in 2013, as opposed to being pushed to 2014 if my
appointment was delayed into the new year).

My direction in this case was always to relinquish, not renounce my citizenship as [ had
just performed a voluntary act of expatriation by pledging allegiance to another Country
(Canada) as per section 349(a) item 1 and 2 of the Immigration and Nationality Act.

On December 10th I received an phone call/email asking if I could attend an appoint-
ment on Dec 12th (today).

Arrived early at 9:45am, went through the normal security screening (no electronic
devices or cell phones allowed...so leave them home).

Sat in a small room with teller type windows behind and to the right.

Was called to a ‘window’ where I surrendered the original documents to support my
(already) sent copies. I also had some questions which she kindly answered...I also

wanted to include a ‘letter” to my file outlining my relinquishment notification and
therefore included an amended DS4081.

After 5 minutes I was summoned to the window again and asked if I had filed tax re-
turns in the United States. My reply was ‘yes’ and that I performed this back filing pro-
cedure to year 2005 as per the Dec IRS fact sheet.

My initial thoughts were if they were trying to determine whether or not I was a

‘covered expat’, but then she advised that I could not ‘relinquish” my US citizenship but
would rather have to renounce because, by filing tax returns, I have acted in accordance
with being a ‘US citizen’ and a relinquishment would be technically not available to me.

I was a bit shocked by this as, if you read my DS4079 I had tabulated on this form over
and over again in nauseating repetition “by attaining grant of Canadian citizenship on
November 29th of 2012, I was, and am fully aware of my voluntary act of performing
items 1 and 2 of Section 349(a)of the Immigration and Nationality Act”. Not to men-
tion my letter of inclusion to the Consulate outlining my act of expatriation of the same
date (November 29th 2012)

I calmly pointed out that, although I was a US citizen at the time of these filings, 1
have not filed a US tax return since my grant of Canadian citizenship dated Novem-
ber 29th 2012...less than 2 weeks ago and should therefore be able to relinquish as
per item 1 and 2 of section 349(a).

After a quick review of the paperwork, she agreed and I was told to sit back down and
that I would be called back to the window in a moment.
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After 5 minutes I was summoned to another window at the back of the Consulate. An-
other individual passed me my Canadian documents (originals) and advised me where to
sign the DS-4079 and DS-4081. (Although I had filled out the DS-4080 (at there request
when they sent me all the documents early in November) it was not signed, nor would
they return this form to me. I was not concerned as I was not asked to sign it so i as-
sumed they had already discarded it.

He then handed me a receipt and told me ‘it looks like you have already paid’. As the
receipt was all ‘zero’s', and I never gave them (or was asked for) a credit card or other-
wise | questioned him on this...but then he advised there is no charge for relinquish-
ments, just renouncements...so to this point I am not sure what the receipt was for.

He advised that they would keep the US passport and sent it to Washington, at which
time the CLN would be approved and mailed back to me with the same (cancelled)
passport, which should not take too long as they are being processed a lot faster these
days.

I asked him if he required me to surrender my SSN card...and he advised it was not ne-
cessary or required...just the Passport.

Overall the staff at this appointment was highly professional, and pleasant to deal with.

Anyway, after 2 minutes, all forms (2) were signed, my original documents (less US
passport were in hand and I was on my way back to the car!

For anyone going to Halifax, these folks are very professional and courteous, a very
good experience overall.

--- Mach73, 2012.12 CLN received 2013.01

I first contacted the Halifax Consulate by email to request information on relinquishing. After a
reasonable period of time I was sent an email with forms DS 4079, DS 4080 and DS 4081 as
well as information sheet regarding what documents were required. I completed 4079 and 4081
and sent them by mail back to the Consulate along with the required documents.

Eight days after my papers were received by the Consulate I received a call from a very pleasant
person, asking if I could come in the next morning to meet the Consul. As I live 4 /2 hours away
from the Consulate and was not expecting an appointment so soon, I had to delay the appoint-
ment for several weeks until I could spare a day for the long round trip.

On the day of my appointment I arrived about a half hour early at the Consulate. After going
through security I sat down in the very quiet waiting room. No one else was there, nor did any-
one else come in while I was at the Consulate. About 15 minutes before the appointment I was
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called over to one of the windows and asked for the originals of the documents I had sent by

mail.

About 7 minutes before the appointed time I was called over to another, slightly more private
window to meet the Consul. He passed 2 copies of 4079 under the glass for me to sign, and then
2 copies of 4081. Before signing 4081 he asked if I wanted to read that form over. I replied that I
was familiar with its contents and then signed.

After that he quickly went through the process: they would forward the application and docu-
ments to Washington for final approval, Washington would send the CLN back to the Consulate
and then the Consulate would mail the CLN to me.

He stated that “relinquishments are easy”.

Except for being asked if I wanted to read 4081 before signing, the only other question I was
asked was if I had any questions. The Consul did not ask any questions about last address in the
U.S., why I was requesting a CLN, nothing said about any tax forms, no comments about the
worse for wear photo static copy of my birth certificate, etc.

As I left the Consulate I glanced at my watch. [ was finished 2 minutes before the time of my ap-
pointment.

Just a few tips.

One should specify in any communication that they are seeking a Certificate of Loss of National-
ity by virtue of having obtained citizenship of (Country) on (date) with the intent of relinquish-
ing U.S. citizenship (or something to that effect). This will hopefully clear up any misunder-
standing about whether you are relinquishing or renouncing.

And for persons going to Halifax, a friend who works in a building next to the Consulate sugges-
ted that least expensive place to park was at the Halifax Casino. I did that, but avoided going into
the Casino itself as I felt lucky enough to have had so little difficulty at the Consulate.

Many thanks to all who have shared their experiences and answered questions about relinquishing.
Because of all the information I had, I was able to go through the process with very little anxiety
or concern.

--- Hazy, 2012.11 CLN received 2013.01

When I renounced in February in Halifax, I was sent the forms before my appointment. I
had to send them back with all needed documents so that it could be done in one
appointment. I was told that the fee was to be paid upfront. There was no conversation
about why I was renouncing. I also had added a letter as to why I wanted to renounce. I
had to provide a postage paid envelope so that they could send my CLN when it came in
if I didn’t it being folded L.O.L. I to felt so happy that I was CANADIAN only when I
left there. | had a smile all the way home. And it still brings a smile and comfort every
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time I think about it. My only regret is that I didn’t know about this years ago as I would
of done it long ago.
--- Babbs, 2012.03 (consulate visit, 2012.02) CLN received 2012.07

My appointment was for early March but was moved up to last week. Reason I was told
is that there was a back log and they were adding extra appointments to clear it up. There
was a lot of back and forth with them for documents that I had to submit several times. I
was reluctant to ask why but I did. Was my information being lost? They apologized for
the confusion. When I called them about a few questions I had about filling out the form
DS 4079 because I found a few questions difficult to answer because I was brought to
Canada as a child, their answer was to fill out to the best of my ability. I was told that
they didn't have time to go over the questions because they were busy because they were
getting a lot of calls about renouncing. The appointment went well. No second
appointment needed. The fee has to be paid upfront. I can have my CLN sent to me if
don't mind having it folded. I have to provide a postage paid envelope. Of course he
couldn't tell me how long before I get the CLN.

--- Babbs 2012.02 (consulate visit, 2012.02)  CLN received 2012.07

Not sure what I expected but it was fairly painless with a couple of unexpected twists.

First of all the consulate is a tiny suite of offices in an office tower. You get buzzed in by
the receptionist/telephone operator/security guard. That gets you into a very small space
where you have to put all metal objects (including your belt) into an equally small tray
and then step through the metal detector. Then you step into a room the size of a large
bedroom with about twenty plastic chairs screwed to the floor and you sit. This waiting
room is also the interview room — there are wickets around one side (nobody at them at
all — staff or clients.)

My appointment was for 9:30 and I arrived at 9:00 and they took me at 9:05. I spoke to a
clerk who asked the purpose of my appointment and I said I wanted to inform them that I
had expatriated in the 1970s. She was having none of that. She said she didn’t mean to
imply that I was lying but they had a lot of people recently claiming this, so I had to have
all the forms filled out as though I were relinquishing today. I thought this might be the
case so I had already filled out these forms. She then asked if the other person coming in
this morning was my wife. I said it was and she told me to go get her and they’d process
both of us at the same time. Her appointment was for 11:00 so this was good news for us.

I got my wife and returned. The same clerk asked us for documentation. She seemed to
think I should have a form signed at my citizenship ceremony renouncing US citizenship.
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Not sure if I did that or not but her suggestion to apply for copies under Access of

Information and make another appointment was not what [ wanted and I looked quite

distressed and told her I wasn’t coming back. Back to filling out forms as though

relinquishing today.

She asked us for birth certificates, marriage certificate, driver’s licenses, citizenship
certificates, landed immigrant cards, passports and any old passports we had to show how
often we’d traveled into the U.S.!! I explained that we had only used passports in the past
couple of years to enter the U.S. and that no border official in the U.S. had ever stamped
our passports. I further explained that I didn’t get old copies of passports when I renewed.
She was astounded at that news.

She also strongly recommended that we write up a page of “Why we relinquished” as
mentioned at the bottom of 4081.

Reading this it makes her sound a lot worse than she was. Actually she was very polite
and co-operative. I think she was just a bit stressed by the numbers relinquishing recently
in Halifax.

In any case she took all the paperwork and said that normally there is a second
appointment necessary but she would type everything up and we could get it all done
today. Then she told us to go away for an hour and she would get it done up. While we
waited (eating breakfast) we wrote up the page she had urged as per 4081.

Returning an hour later we were told to wait for a consular official. This time it was a
young man who started with: “This should be painless and very quick.” He went through
the forms and we signed in front of him. He told us it was good to relinquish as opposed
to renouncing because it was free and we agreed that was good. We asked about copies
and as others have said were told it is policy not to give copies. We asked about wait time
to get a CLN and he said that it used to be about a year but there had been so many
recently that they were processing them more quickly(!) He said between 2 months and a
year. ’'m hoping for the 2 months but expecting closer to the year.

Left the office about 11:30 ... Overall, as I said, painless and cooperative.

--- Johnnb 2012.01 CLN received 2012.07
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Consulate Report for
Canada, Montreéal

(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad)

My Situation — Relinquishment of US Citizenship:
* 1967

o Immigrated with family in 1967

* 1974
o Began process to obtain Canadian citizenship

o Wrote Consul General in Toronto. Received reply that upon taking Ca-
nadian citizenship | would automatically lose US citizenship (have copy
of the letter)

o September 1974 became a Canadian citizen.

Relinquishment Process
e March 2015 - as | live in Ottawa, | wrote Ottawa Embassy (Ott-

awaCLN(@state.gov) requesting an appointment. Received email: “Please fol-
low the above instructions and re-send your completed forms in beginning
mid-Sept, 2015 and Oct 2015. We are not booking apts at this time.”

* April 2015 — Sent emails to both Toronto (TorontoPassport(@state.gov) and
Montreal (montreal-ACS@state.gov) consulates. Responses received immedi-
ately. Chose to continue with Montreal, as it is closer to my home. Montreal

response said to fill out forms and we will book an appointment. Below are
the details of what was requested.

. DS-4079 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/97025.pdf
. DS-4080 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81606.pdf
. DS-4081 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81607.pdf
. DS-4083 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/81609.pdf
. Complete form “renouncing questionnaire” attached
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You are required to complete, scan, and email the above forms and
attachments, along with all proof of your U.S. citizenship such as but not
limited to, birth certificate, U.S. passport, U.S. Naturalization certificate,
Consular Report of Birth Abroad; and proof of your foreign citizenship,
such as but not limited to, Canadian Naturalization certificate, Canadian
passport.
Once we receive your email with your completed forms and documents, as
listed above, we will review your attachments and then contact you with
our next available appointment date. You will have 3 business days to
either accept or request an alternate date. After 3 business days, the
proposed appointment date may no longer be available.
On your appointment date, be prepared to pay the fee of US$2350.00 and
bring a Canada Post prepaid express post envelope (from Montreal to your
home address)
At that time, you will also be required to bring with you all proof of your
U.S. citizenship such as but not limited to, birth certificate, U.S. passport,
U.S. Naturalization certificate, Consular Report of Birth Abroad; and
proof of your foreign citizenship, such as but not limited to, Canadian
Naturalization certificate, Canadian passport

e July 2015 - submitted completed forms to Montreal. Wherever the form said

“renunciation,” | changed it to “relinquishment.” | was careful to always state
that | was seeking a CLN in recognition of a prior relinquishment. In addition
to the completed forms (which I was able to fill out in Word and send as at-
tachments), | submitted:

o Copy of the Oath of Citizenship from 1974 (received from Library and
Archives Canada)

o Copy of Oath of Office and Secrecy taken when I joined the federal
public service (received from Library and Archives Canada)

o Copy of Letter received from Consul General in 1974 saying | would
automatically lose my US citizenship

o Aone page written explanation of my reasons for seeking a CLN - let-
ter from Consul; never did anything “American” since 1974, e.g. vote,
passport; always done everything “Canadian” e.g. vote, passport;
worked for federal government for 20 years.
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o Scanned copies of my birth certificate, Certificate of Canadian Citizen-
ship (from 1974), Record of Canadian Citizenship (obtained from Cit-
izenship and Immigration Canada), and passport.

August, 2015 - received a reply with a date in September

My Appointment — September 23, 2015

Before leaving the house, reviewed the security procedures | found on the
Consulate’s website http://montreal.usconsulate.gov/about-us/principal-of-
ficers/security-procedures.html

Drove to Montreal

Purchased an Express Post envelope (PharmaPrix at corner of St-Alexandre &
Ste-Catherine

Went to Consulate, 1155 St-Alexandre, was not admitted to building until ex-
actly 2:00 p.m. the time of my appointment

Security no more involved than at an airport

Took an elevator direct to 19" floor (it doesn’t stop anywhere else), picked up
my number, two people ahead of me and three behind me.

2:20 - went to first window (windows have glass and an opening similar to a
bank). | believe this person was a local employee. Using an ‘exemplar’, she
verified that my documents were correct. She asked me directly if | intended
today to renounce my citizenship, | said | had already relinquished in 1974, but
she said did | intend to today, so | said yes. She also told me that | would have
to swear an oath for relinquishment — when | express my surprise she just re-
peated her statement (turned out I only had to affirm that the documents
were current). She also told me that it would take a year to get the CLN.

2:30 - sat and waited

2:50 — called to second window. This person, | believe, was part of the Consul
staff (i.e. an American employee). Her first statement to me was, “So you
thought you did this 40 years ago,” and laughed. She wondered when | had

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
2016.02


http://montreal.usconsulate.gov/about-us/principal-officers/security-procedures.html
http://montreal.usconsulate.gov/about-us/principal-officers/security-procedures.html

Canada, Montréal Page 59 of 232

THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY

found out there was an issue — | stated that | had heard about it on CBC and
wanted to get the CLN to give to my bank. She also said that it was a good
thing | had my appointment now (alluding to the upcoming fee for relinquish-
ments).

| clarified with her that the CLN would be dated 1974 and she went over the
CLN with me to show me that this would be the case. She obviously under-
stood my situation, the word ‘relinquishment’ was written on top of the vari-
ous forms. She told me that | would get the CLN in “a few months” and then |
affirmed that all the documents were correct.

Total time in Consulate — 75 minutes.

Other Comments:

Other people waiting with me included an ‘accidental’ American born in a bor-
der town, someone who was born in the states but returned very young,
someone who signed an affidavit when he became a Canadian saying he
wanted to keep US citizenship, and another person who was listed on the
father’s Canadian naturalization papers (he might have been a
relinquishment).

Those renouncing were all asked to give their reasons verbally to the Consul
official. Everyone seemed to understand that they should not refer to the tax
burden.

The sentiment was more one of ‘I wish it didn’t have to come to this’, rather
than pleasure at having to renounce.

The staff, including the guards, were friendly. The local staff and the guards
also spoke French to the francophones.

At least three of the people had heard of Isaac Brock and/or the court case.

--- Proud Canadian 2015.09 CLN received 2015.12

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time)
2016.02



Canada, Montréal Page 60 of 232
THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY

I wanted to pass along my experience of visiting the US Consulate earlier this week to
renounce my US citizenship. I live closer to Ottawa than Montreal but booked at the
Consulate in Montreal because They had appointments that better fit my work schedule.
After telling the Consulate official why I was there, her first question was whether I was
from the Montreal area. I said that I actually lived closer to Ottawa and explained why I
booked the appointment in Montreal. She told me that under a new policy issued last
week, renunciations can only be done at whatever Consulate is closest to where the
person lives and I would have to go to the Embassy in Ottawa if [ wanted to renounce. |
was also told that as of last week, all renunciations require two visits. When I questioned
the requirement that I had to go to the Embassy in Ottawa, I received no further
information. The Consulate official looked up the appointment schedule for Ottawa and
told me there was an appointment available next week and she would book it for me if |
wished. I felt like I really did not have option at that point so I said yes. She booked the
appointment and sent me on my way. The staff were very professional and polite but
made it very clear that I would not be provided any service by the Consulate in Montreal
because I live closer to the Embassy in Ottawa. It was also made clear that all
renunciations would require two consular visits as of last week.

--- Ottawan, 2013.02

Renounced in Montreal with one visit!

Although | live closer to Ottawa, | took the advice of others who have posted here to use
Montreal or Toronto instead. Also, | had much more scheduling flexibility in selecting
Montreal